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PASTOR andthe PRELATE» 
_ Wo G3: =_— 
REFORMATION and CONFORMITIE. 
x ſhortly compared 
By the Word of God, By Antiquity and 
the proceedings ofthe Ancient Kirk, By the nature 
and uſe of things indifferent, By the proceedings of our 
ovvne Kirk, By the vveill of the Kirk and of the 


peoples ſoules, And by the goodof the com- 
monvvealth and of our outyvard eſtate: 


The Anſwer of the common & chiefeſt I 
objections againſt everie part: : 
ſpewing | 


VVhether of the tvvo is to be follovyved 
by the true Chriſtian and 
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| Joshua 24. 22, | Ry 7 Rn 

' eAud Io/þuah ſayd unto the people , Yee are witneſſes apainſl © 

| | , : ; -, "I 
your ſelues, aud they ſayd, We are witneſſes, ; © 208 

But x Kings 18, 21, itis fayd , EY x | 

And the people anſivered bimnot a word. _ 
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To the Chriftian Reader. | 


OR noother is this intended : not 
2 for him that readeth not , butcaſteth 
I) it by, orcloaſeth his cies leaſt he ſee 
ted by his ovvne conceits,or upon re- 

> port, and notupon tryall. Neither 
for him that is either fo Antichriſtian , that he hath 
not the patience to reade one page vvritten againſt 
Prelates and their Hierarchie, orzthat is ſo unchri- 
ſtian,that his earthly deſignesare his higheſt inten- 
tions, &eſteemethall motions about religion that 
croſlſe him, or comfort him not in theſe,to be cither 
teditious commotions , or nothing but idlements 
of indifferencie. But for him vvhoaboue all things 
loues to ſee the trueth, & aboue all things loueth 
the trueth, vvhen he hath ſeeneit, that is euen for 
thy ſelte (Chriſtian Reader) haue vve entred into 
this Compariſon ofthe Paſtor and Prelate, and at 
thy hands do vve exſpe@ the performance of tvvo 
chriſtian duties : oneis forthy ovvne good; That 
thou vvilt labour vvith thine heart for more teel- 
ing novv, then thou had faith at the firſt, vvhen it 
vvas often foretold from the vyord of God, and 
the vvoefull experience of former times, That this 


trueth , judging of things controver- 


franſcendent Hierarchie of Lordly and lording Prelates , 


brought in upon the Kirk, of Chriſt Without precept or ex- 
ample from $9627 1x9-me d proue at laſt the ruine of Reli- 
| gion. Novv may be ſeen vvhar vyas faid before,that 


athe government of the Kirk and the yvorſhip. of a re aſſuntic 


God are like thetvvianes ſpoken of by Hippocr. 
ER, 7. - and 
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and that the one of them dvvyning avvay, & dying. 
amog us,the vvhole face of the other looketh pale 
and pirifully proclaymerh (if the crye of our finnes 
vvould ſuffer us to hear) thar religion herſelf is lick. 
ar the hart: forvvhar are the daylyencreaſe of old. 
papiſtrie;the ſpreading gangre of nevv hereſies, the 
ſcofhing at holines in ſtead of imicating,the laugh- 
ing at ſin in (tead of lamentarion , bur the unſepa- 
rable effects of this prelacie,and the ordinarie pra- 
Riſes of ourPrelats , theSymptomes of the ſicknes 
of Chriſtian religion,andthe caufes of this cloude 
of vvrath, that ſo long hangsand hovers aboue us.. * 
Conliderthat (according ro Bernard his obſervati- 
on of theſe blindvvynding ſtaires thatleade dovvn 
b Quid no» ever- tO deſtruttion b) this Hierarchie vvhich in the be- 


ar coniuertuds? 3+ « R . . . 

uid nnaſidica- SINNNg ſcemed a vveight fo inſupportable ,- that 
ie der? ids They wvhotooke it upon th 1d not hold 
ee ing they Vvnotooke it upon them could not hold up 
uſu; cedar? Prim / | yy k | = 
—_—_— cher faces for ſin,and for shame,did appeare ſoone 
<[«:omprofaſ. aftervvard albcitheavie yettollerable, of heavier 


= 


ſee ea became light, of light inſenſible, of inſenfible de- 
+77 eng lectable, & of deleable irisat laſt become amat- 
ciespaub pr £154 tr Of gloriation. That vvhich vvasa gloric is be- 


lettabit. 16- 8 4 . 
celeb lie pe COMea Shame, and that vvhich vvas a ſhame is ac= 


nr © countedaglorie. Of late Miniſters could not be 
Snard.adEngen. found to fill the yoyd places of prelacie: novv pre- 
lacies cannot be found to fill the voide hearts of 

.the miniſters : ſo farre haue vve turned from that 

vvhich vvecuen novv vverc;andin fo feyv yeeres, 
that vyhich vvas nothing cls bur a rope of diſgrace, 
is vyonderfully changed into a chaine ofpride. 
As thou lovelt Jeſus Chriſt, and thine ovvne ſoule, 
and vvould: be loath ro, communicate in all the 
Annes,and roinvolue thy {elf into the guiltines of 


all 


FE "IT RET" 
| aff the evils thar this Prelacie hath produced : 
take heede that thyne eye be not dazeled yvith 
the vernice and ſplendor that the vvorld hath pur 
upon it (for in ſubſtanceit is the ſame itvvas atthe 
beginning, and in the fruits hath proved far yvorſe 
; | 
then at the firſt vvas feared ) labour to. keepe thy 
judgement ſound and affection fincere, till think- 
ing of.the [rs Paſtor and proud prelate, as 
they vvere thought on ſfincethereformation, and þ PHD. . 
, ; : . .C ExpurgdDomins 
praying to God, as good men did ofold,in the COr- vineamtuam ſen- 
rupt times of the Kirk. c Thar he vvould pur to his nuns wn 


bruſcis oppletam ez 


hand,& purge his vineyard, T hat he vyvould vyhip fc «r om flagels 

. e funiculs & de 
buyers and ſellers our of his Temple: That he rempls tus ſandts 
vvould-ſtrike Giezites vvith Leproſfie, and that he ttc. uonderer as 


pelle, vendetes ein 


vvould bring lovv ſuch Simonites as novy are ſo © ene exmure 
high, being lifred up by the miniſterie of Satan. impios mercatorer, 
Another Chriſtian dutie ( Chriſtian Reader) vve poll ag pore 
expe at thyne hands, for the good of the \apreue. Si 


monitas alre volan« 


Kirk, That vvhatſoever be thy place , higher or -, Saraney, mi- 
lovver', farther or nearer unto his Majeſties ever ne. _— 
perſon, vvho gladly vvould acquainte his Ma- qpoor Tr 2 
jeſtic particularly vvith the eſtare of the Kirk, | 
in his Majeſties Kingdome of Sco TLAND, 
as vvhat it vyas once , vyhat it might haue been 
before this time, vvhat it is become of late, 
and vvhat it is like to be ere long : Bur either , 
can not for vvante of occafion , or dare not . 
for avve of the Prelates, vvhoſe- courting is 
more to be feared then theire curſing - Thar 
thou vvould doe vyhar thou may to make this 
follovving Treatiſe come to his Majeſties hafds : w 
for vvee Fais Majeſties loving people of Scotland 4tpteftim cauys 
vvho d both loue his Majeſties perſon and Croune, Jaan, 2 
Le nM acknovy- 
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"Ov ; o the þ eader. | | FS 
acknovvledging the dutie vve ovve to his Majeſty, 


 commandedin the firſt Commandement atrer the 


firſt Table, to come nearcſt unto that religion and 
picty,vvhereby vve vvorſhip God himſelfe, *vvho 
neither1loue Schiſmes in the Kirk , nor vvirttie re- 
concilements of crueth and error, but vvould keep 
che trueth in peace, vvho neyther are Puritanes, 
nor Brovvniſts, nor Anabapriſts , nor {edirious, as 
men calumniare: but Proteſlors otghe Religion as 
it vvas at the firſt reformed amongſt us, and as ir 
hath furnished unto usall the hope that vve haue 
of eternall happines, vve vyvould shevve his gract- 
ous Majeſtie,that according to the ſaying of Salo- 


. mon, When the righteous are tn authoritie the people re- 


zoxce,@&c. * Our hearts vvere. filled vvith joy, and 
our mouthes vvith laughter, vvhen at the firſt be- 
rnnings of his raigne, vve did not onely heare the 
fame ofhis princely Inclination to equitie & righ- 
rcousjudgmer, but did perceiue the noble proofes 
thereof, intrying the truech of things controver- 
tcd, vvhile his Majeſtie, vvith that vvorthy King, 
kept ſtill one eare $shut for the other partie, & vvith 
that vyyler King,vyhen he declared that the vviſe- 
dome of God vvas in him todo judgment, vvould 
haue both parties to ſtand before him at once, 
that hearing both, they might ſpeede beſt, and goe 
out moſt chearfull from his Majeſties face, vvho 
had the beſt cauſe. By this vve vvere confident, 
that his Throneshould beeſtablished,theNations 
{yveyed by hisSceprer exalted, & our cauſe, vvhich 
15 no mans particular, but Chriſts ovvne caule, 
Should be heard at laſt, and righteouſly determi- 


ned, thateveriething in the houſe of the God of 
MELEE... 
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heauett might be done after the vvill ofthe God of 

heauen, then vvhich there can be nothing more 

reaſonable, and vvhich is thelumme of allour de- 

ſires. Our adverſaries upon the contrarie, out of. 

the experience they finde of his Majeſties diſpoſi- 

tion toequitie, & out of the conſcience they haue 

of the iniquitie of the cauſe that they maintaine,, 

onely becauſe it maintaineth their greatnes, haue 

>= uſedall meanesto prevent his tryall , haue ſtopped 

, ** ſofarre as may be,all vyaies of information, 8 (ac- . 
> cording to the craftie counſecll giuen to Pericles) 

| Ep: not being 3 able to make account, haue done vyhat 8 75% dicenre, 


non invenire ſe qua: 


* rheycan,thatth y benot called to account. When paBho miniſter res 
Wh OPS - . . ® z0nem ere 

-— Commiſſioners vvere to goe to his Majeſtic , they 3:4; cofictari: 
vvould haue none but their ovvne, & vvhen ſome {97/79%7 . Alc 


i : brades,quere potius 
-- that vverenottheir ovvnevvere choſen by ameet.. gurmaimadum ra 
E- logof the Kirk, rhey vvould not hauc them. to goe. yatr.Maxib.z. 
yvhich hath made us after long vvaiting in ſilence ©? 
> andmany eflayesto reſolue in ende, there being 
-* no othervvay left unto us, vvith all ſubmiſſion of 
= minde, tofend up our Paſtor and Prelare in print, 
yvho haue been impeded by the Prelates to come 
together in cenfon Meidhey can it offend the Pre- 
lace, that the Paſtor ſpeakthe trueth this onetime 
fot himſelfe and the Prelate , fince the Prelate (0 
many times hath ſpoken his pleaſure forboth,, Our 
filenceand ceaſing in the cauſe vvould giue great- 
eſt vvorldly caſe to our ſclues, and greateſt con- | 
rentmentto our adverſaries, vvho novv CryC NO- þ g;pomnmm po- 
thing bur peace, peace, that is, apeaceable poflet- : hes vor 
fon of their honoursand vvealth, anda cruell op= 4 {ene ram pa- 
preſſion of their brethren. ® But vvithall vvould j,,o4ialuns 
proue us,to be unfayrhfull,both to our God, and vinitom tion.» 
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£0 our King, for beſide the obligation that is com 
mune tous vvith other reformed Kirks , vve ſtand 
bound by ſolemne oath, covenant and ſubſcriptt- 
on,published to the vyorld, to defend the doctrin 
and diſcipline of thisKirk , and ro oppole the Hie- 
rarchie ,and all rites and ceremogies added ro the 
vvorship of God. Silence in ſuch acauſe may be 
{inne ro other Kirks, but ro us ir is perjurie in the 
ſight of God, and vvould allo prouc us unfaithtull 
to our King. Forhovvſoever the Prelates profeſle . 
in publick, That no: Ceremonie no Bizhop , no Brahop no 
King, and doe ſuggeſt in ſecret the ſervice that 
they can doe to Monarchie; they doe bur minde 
themſelues, and their ovvne Idoll. That govern- 
ment of theKirk is moſt uſetull forkingsand king- 
domes, vvhichis beſt vvarranted by the Word of. 
God, by vvhom Kings reigne, and kingdomesare 
eſtabliched. The pillars of his Majeſties Throne 


are of Gods ovvn making, Neugion upon the right 


hand, & Rightcouſnes upon the lefr. The pompe 
of Ceremonies, and pride of prelacic arepillars ar-. 
tificially vvrought by the vvitte of man,for ſetting 
up and ſupporting the Popes tyranny, No Ceremony 
20. Prelate, no Prelate no Pope. V Vhen his Majeſties 
vviſedome hath ſearched all theſe creitis of this 
controverſie, ler us be reputed the vvorſt of all 
men, let us all becenſured, filenced, confined, de- 
privedor exiled, as ſome of usare, and haue beene 
for a long time. If the cauſe that vye maintain shall 
be found any other , bur that vve deſire that God 
beſerved,& hishouſe ruled according to his ovvne 
vvill, and if irshall nor be found, that the Kirk of 
God perfect in order, and office-bearers vvithour 
| %. Prelates 


" "T0 rhe Reaaer. og. TR 
Prelates and their ceremonies, may be governed up- | 
on aſmall part of their great rents , vvith more ho- 
'nour to God, vvith more heartie obedience 'ro the 
| Kings Majeſtic, vvith greater riches andglorie to the | LL 
; Crovvne, vvith greater contentment to the body of _ 4 
# the vvholekirk & kingdome, greaterpeace amongſt '2 
= our ſclues,and greater terror toSatan 6 all his traine 
== of herelic, prophaneſſeand perſecution, as vve $hall 
Ce 5, ts b - . | 
== be ready to demonſtrate particularly (if this yvhich 
-— follovvethbe not ſufficient ) vvhenſoever his Maje- 
tie shall be pleaſed to require : and yvhichvveare 
-Zaſlured his Majeſtie vvil perceiue upon ſmall confi- 
—=decration, for aminde inclined by divine povver to 
- religion and pietie, vvillnotat firit ſight diſcerne, & 
—bepoſleſled vvith the loue of the heauenly beauric ; 
—of che houſe ofGod, they both proceeding from the | 2 
-= ſame ſpirit. Godalſufficient blefle his Majeſtie both 
= in peaccand warre,both in religion 6: juſtice, vvith 
= ſuchſucceſle, as may be ſeenc euen by the envious 
eye of the enemy, ro be from the finger and favour 
>= of God, and may alſo make his happie gouvernment 
== tobe amatter ofgratulation tothe Godly, and to be 
= admired and remembred by the poſteritie, as the 
= meaſure and example of their deſires , vvhen they 
> shall be vvishing for a religious and righteous 
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- 'The Paſtor '& Prelate compared 40 
+. bytheVVordotGod. by 


Hat the Worship of God &the Governmeng 
SO "of the Kirk, vvhich is the houſe of Gad,are to 
F& be learned our ofhis ovyunWord:irisa truerh | 
BY againſtthe vyhichthe gates ofHellshallneyer 
—a&, prevaile.' For vve ought togiue this glorie to 

'% g&WHv © God,that all his bookesare full ,and vyritren 
{ 6n both ſides; as the booke of nature ,"the' booke of provi 
. * dence,and the booke of conſcienceisperfe&,lo alſo the ſeris 
wo} prure,vvhich is the booke of grace;is perfe&; 'We ought re 

*. . | giue.this gloric to the ſonne of God ; that as he is a perfect 

( high Prieſt for reconciliation, he is alſo a perfe& Prophet fox 
Y Ievelation, and a perfe&t King andlawgiver for ruling of his 
oWwne Kirk and kingdome. We oughtalſo to gine this gloy 
ricto the Spirit of God, that ashe purpoſed, to fer dovvyne a. 
') Covenatit,a Teftament,and a pertect Canon, ſoin fulnes of 
" Wiſedome he hath performed his pu ſe. We. ought ham- 
(' blyro acknowledge,;that thgKirk hath no power(vvherher - 
{| by tranſlation of divine ordinances from the old tothenew 

Teſtament,under pretexrof pictic , or by imitation of the e« 

nemie,ſceme itneyer ſo charitable, or by mans invention ler 
XZ it appeare never fo plauſible) ro make new lawes, orto inſti- 
” What then is the SEE ANDY Ncvy office or office-bearer,any minilter, or-part of 
© Kirks part. miniſtration in the houſe of God. &« But that itis her patte 
"3m "24s tolcr the will of God obeyed, andto appoint Canons and 
Erequls <d<quire- Conſtitutions, forthe orderly and decenr diſpoling of things 
rmothes, *"* before inſtirured, Wecall here the Prelares and Paſtors of 
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'-  Confotmitie ton threefold conſideration. Fri sT/that they 
agree not amongſt themſcluesabour the matrersin queſtion: 
b ſome ofthem affirming, -thartheir Hierarchie is watranted 
by divine authoritie; others confefling, itis onely by ancient 
cuſtome: and a third ſort defending neither of the tyvo, but 

\ thatitis Apoſtolick. Againe ſome of them make the forme 
of Kirk government to be univerſall and perpetuall, others 
holdingit to be conformableto civill policie, as if man mighr 
popmas/ unto God, what forme ofgoyernment is firteſt for 
his houſe: for that vvhich is highly eſteemed amongſt men;gis 
| abhomination in the ſight of God, He that hath the ſeauen. 
eycs ſceth berterin his ovvne matter, then manthat ſeeth no- 

thing but by his lighe. Wiſedomethat hath builther houſe, 

and hevved our her ſeuen pillars, can nor be content thar 

mans yviſedomeshould deviſe and hevye out the eight pil- 

lar. SE con DLY, they ſhould conſider,that the arguments 

and anſyyers that vye giueto them againſt their Hierarchie 8 
ceremonies, are the ſame thar they ar forced to uſc in defence 


ofthe tructh againſt the Papiſts :and the anſvyers and argu- 


ments that the Papiſts giue them for tradirions, forthe Popes - 
monarchie,and for their vvill-vvorship , theyare forced ro += 

uſe them againſt us in defence of their cauſe: reſting thus in 

their lakeyvarmneſle, & halting bery vixt tvvyo, for the loue : 

of the vyvorld. Which hath madethe Papiſtsto fay,that the - _— 
Prelares difputing againſt them are Puricanes , 8 vvhile they [I 
diſpute againſt the Puriranes they are Papiſts,&rurne to their They, wn alt 
ſide. Txr x v'Ly, they ſhould conſider, that rhe forme of law. | Se 2RY 
Government, and divine ceremoniesunder the Lavy, vyere fans nt 8 


not removed to giue place to the inventions of man under 
the Goſpel, Wharis beſide the particular Sous of God 
inScripture,is againſt the generallCommandement: Thoushalt 
not adde to the Word, that 1 haue commanded,&c.” Andthereforeler 
us ſay vvith Auguſtine: <We are brethren, vvby ſtrive oye, Our father 
died not inteſtate, (4 made 4 Tetament, and dyed and roſe againe : The 


Chriſt fittethin heauen, and hisTeflament is contradicted on earth,let it be 
— KERSI SI At LN B ye Cn ea reader c. 
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eſt pater , fecit te=—. 
Stamentum, & fic 


ſarrexit; Tamding _ © 
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 3ead rc. Lerthe Paſtor and the Prelate be preſented before 
theLavyand Teſtimonic. Let the authoritic of the one and . 
the other be podered, not inthe vveights of vvorldly avarice 
and ambition, bur in the ballance of the Sanctuarie, and ler 
us meaſuretheir callingsand cariage, not by the corde of the 
Canon Lavv,but by the golden recde of.the Temple,& vye 
Shall ſoone ſee, vvhether of the ty vo hath vvarrant fro God. 
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> he cerpetmaliand {THE PASTOR LSnojrllipech no offices.in the 
& due officebearers Kirk,afrer the extraordinarie of theApoſtles, Prophers. 
| inthe Kirk, & Evangeliſts, bat rhe ordinarie dof Paſtors, Teachers, 
NY g Leeraah, Elders and Deacons, appointed by Chriſt , as ſufficient 
a for the welll of the Kirk, and of everie member rhere=- 
of in all things fpiriruall and remporall, 
The P RELATE ſetreth up one hierarchie of Archbishops & Lord- 
bishops: having for the head the Roman Antichriſt ,and for the traine Suf= 
| ' fraganes, Deanes, Archdeacons, Officials &c. never named in Seripture , 
| No difference in 997 knowne m the purer tymes of the Kirk , againſt the weill of the Kirk, 
> Scripture berween and of every member thereof, both in things ſpirituall and temporall. 
8 pattor & a Bich. 2; The PAST OR, according: to the Scripture , putrerh 
| p41 uy difference betwixt rhe names of rhe Office-bearers in rhe New=- 
4c 14. becauſe he Teſtament, e never calling the ordinarie by the name of the ex- 
Frm w 4» Apofle 4 traordinarie, nor the inferior by the name of the ſuperior, as the 
$6 ca ER D__ Paſtor by rhe name of rhe Apoſtle or Evangeliſt : bur neyer put=- 
> 23:andEpaphrodz- £Cth difference ar all berwixt a Paſtor and a Bishop: making eve- 
”  ew,phil.2-25. are Tie Paſtor ro be a Bishop , and taking the Paſtor and Bishop al- 
3 -=g24 or meſen-" waies for one, | | | 
El. * AN AY The PRELATE maketh a confuſion of names, that he may put him< 
| "30 the Syriack tor whe ſelfe in the place of the Apoſtle,as thePope will be m the place of Chrift:but 
LS tha ker the apamn#t all Scripture will make ſo great difference betwixt a paſtor and 4 
a A TR. . bishop, that he will haue no Pa#tor to be a Bishop, and that there be no bi- 
297 Ons Chula, Shop but the Prelate. | 


Do bouſetob12 3, The PASTOR canſee no fLord Bishop in Scripture, 
Exe , z«r- DUt the Lords Bishop onely , a name of labour and diligence, & 
LX ; 2p, rhe PA not of honour and eaſe. 

”* aavev » thatiageni- Te P RELAT E will admitt ns other bichop but a Lordbi= 
Bo, was grave oo fings, Shop, which he hath made a name of honour and eaſe without labour or di- 
4 Ich the ſons of vente. 

& Which he" Apotte - 4. ThePASTOR isa bishop ſer over a flock, in reſpe&t 

© NoBi.of Bighops,, Wherof he is called a.Bishop, g & nor in relari6 ro:orther Paſtors, 
ty oniders o _ The P RELATE ſerteth himſelfe as a Bishop aver paitors, and in ro« 
| Bdbagt, 2 pougs. {NET 
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Jef of them u called a Bishop,and not mm relation to any flock. | WES! 
5. The PAS TO Ris ſer oyer a b particular flock, thar may EveryPaftor infer”? 
convene together 1n one place, amongſt wh he is to exerciſe the ns ts :. 
whole parts of theminiſterie,as preaching, prayer,miniſtration of none is withour a > 
the ſacraments & diſcipline, according to the truſt commitred ro flock , nor with a} 
him by the Son of God,in whoſe name he is Embaſſador, fro who Poe: i 
*s . - PR . » . EN Kirks of Tudes & 2g 
he deriveth his power, on who he depeds in th'exerciſe of his mi- gat..22; kirks of . * 
niſterie, & ro who he muſt be cofitable, 8& ro no other Paſt.orBiſ, Galatia Gal. 1: 2» * 
The P RE LATE both ordeyneth Pators at large,without aſiignais *f Aſia, Macedas th 
of ; ; . ' Po nia Cc.everim the 
of a particular flock (as if he were either making Maſters of Art & doftors ber of multitude ©. 
_ of phiſick,or as if ordination should goe before eleftion, which as abſurde, afor Att7.38.is * 
&s firſt to crowne a king,or inſtall a magi#rate, &5 then to chooſe him) and #JÞok2 of the whole = 
. : = . 1, nation of theJewes 
ſetteth himſelf as a proper pastor over a whole province,& over many kirks ;, ty. 1villerne 
' #1 divers provinces,as well of thoſe that he never ſaw,as of that where his camping about thi 
ſeate 15,eſteeming the pators to be but bu helpers & Subititutes,as having arks+ 
their power from him, being _— to render acconnte to him, and whom 
he may continew and diſplace at hs pleaſure. | WOES” ©. 
6. ThePAS T OR, with his fellow presbyters, as he is put The pet age > 
In truſt with rhe oeeng of the word , and miniſtration of the cowhith the pre- 
ſacraments, hath received alſo of Chriſt the power of ordination late appropriareth. 
of Paſtors, i where presbyterie neyer uſed in the new Teſtament doth rhe Ap apy. has 
to ſignifi the office of prieſthood or order ofa presbyter, can be i Jian on 2 
no other thing but the perſons, or company o pnenns laying on thn, & whicuknbng 
their hands, and that nor onely for conſent, but for conſecration, :Tim.1.22; aTim-3.65 4 
of which number any one may pronounce the words of blefling. time denyers che * 
The P RE L. for the honour of the prieſthood, that #, out of his ambi= 'ks preevyrer, bur whe +. 
rious humour, taketh the power of ordeyning paſtors to himſelfe : denying, > bs poae ife 
that a whole presbyterie without him may ordaine a paſtor ; excepting the  hialelfe. ondings wy 
caſe of extreame neceſſitie, as women are admitted to baptiſe; whereby in a divar eccleſia per pps 2 
maner he calleth-in queſtion the lawfulnes of our ministerie , theſe ſixty vyrrii yer epiſcapos, ** 
; , & paſtores ſyos; fingu= 
yeeres paſt, ſince the reformation. | Hconferunt in unan” 
7. The PAS TOR hath commitrred to him by Jeſus Chriſt” 92x14 tunr. fun a» 
not onely rhe keyes of the inward & priyate court of conſcience, The Paſt.hath | 
bur alſo of the ourward and publick court of k juriſdiction, for Pw of juriſdic- 
. pedo —_— tion. , which the _ 
decyding coutroverſies, making of conſtitutions, and inflicting of p,.jte ufurpeth& 
cenſures, ag ly. borh bur one & the ſame power of binding appropriateth, * 
and Ioofing. He hath the shephards ftaffe in his hand , aſwell as FA&250 anvneee 
the Shepheards pype-ar his mouth, 14-12:49, SThel 5 pa 
, . if.1.9. m. 5:17. 
The P REL. keepeth the ſtaffe in his owne hand , and arrogateth to fevaz.u;. 
 himſelfe, euen among#t them who never heard him , all power of juriſdi- wy: - 
: : | . . K A "SC ' ] Decyding of contro-- ._* 
Aion (whether 1 Dompatich,, Diataftich,, or Crytick, as it i diftinguished) verſies,making of Cas # 
' which the pg themſelues,notwithſtanding their extraordinarie gifts, Cog of ofranes, | 
R_ never doe, but in all theſe parts of juriſaitzon behaved themſelues as = 
(prevbyrers. 1 SID : 
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diyine order in the Kirk, whereby there 1s one kinde of Minifte. | | 


' rie, both ordinarie and extraordinarie , in degree and dignitie 


before another, as the Apoſtles-before all others , the Paſtor be- 
fore the Elder and Deacon, m yet he can ftinde no Miniſter ordi- 
narie or extraordinarie , that hath any majoritie of power over - 
other inferior Miniſters of another kinde ; as the Paſtor oyer the 
Elder and Deacon, fatre lefſe oyer other Miniſters of the ſame 
kinde, as the Paſtor or Bishop over the Paſtor, | "4 

The Prelate,fmdeth it to be ſo farre 4. nog hy place to quite hi autho= 
ritie over hx brethren, that albeit he hath no warrat for any other kind, or 
degree of Minifterie then the Paftor , yet he uſurpeth majoritte of power 
over Pattors, and taketh upon him, both direttion and correftion, and that 
not ſociall, but authoritatiue, to beate them at his pleaſure. 

9. The Paſtor is ſeparate from the » World to the Kingdome 
of Chriſt, which is not of this World : He will not be called gra- 
cious Lord, nor ftriue for-the right hand or the left, he should 
not follow the pomp of the world, but muſt shine in knowledge, 
USence, and godly fimplicitie: he may not aſſume an other ec= 
cleſiaſtical office, far lefle rake upon him a ſecular charge: he ma 
not divide the inheritance,nor burden himſelte with worldly at- 
faires, | | | 

The Prelate u ſeparate from the Kingdome of Chrift,& thrufteth him= 
felfe mto the throng of the World,he would be called My Lord, and Your 
Grace,and without reſpett of age or giftes, preferreth himſelfe to the mo#t 
reverend Paſtors: He robbeth the nohelirie and Magiſtrates of their places 
and dignites, aud will haue hs Cuſchion, hn Coach, and hx. courtly traine, 
He « a Lord of Parliament of Counſell and ſeſiion, a Barone, a Steward, 
a Iudge of civill and criminall cauſes: why not gow 4 of the order of the 
Garter, and Count Palatine,that at laft he may haue both ſwords, and the 
triple Crowne , as the Abimelech-like brambles of the world haue done be=- 


re. 
Io, The Paſtor takerh the ſumme and formes of prayer from 
the directions of God, from the Lords prayer, & from the pray- 
ers of the godly in diverſe places of Scripture , rhe parricular ar- 
guments & peritions from the preſent purpoſes, perſons, places, 
times, and occaſions , which as the mourh-of the congregation, 
according unto. the grace giuen unto him from the H, Ghoſt, he 
phone: before the rhrone of God the Father in the name of 
eſus Chriſt. | | 

The Prelate wonld tye the Paftor,albeit he had the tounge of an angel, 
and occaſions never ſo contrarie, to certaine words, and a ſet forme of Lei= 
fourgie , and would divide the prayer betwixt Pattor and people , and by . 
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many idle vepetitions, would bring Fw, PaPtiy and people under the guifs = os 
tines of vaine babling, and popish ſuperſtition. oo TH0P preaching. 
- Ix. The Paſtor thinkerh ir the principall part of his minifte= pot SL INE 28 
ric to labour in the word & doctrine, becaufe p woe is utiro him 'r Cor. 9.16.1 Pers. 
if he preach nor the goſpel. And when he'preacherh he will haue '4-11- 2 1%, 10, 
Gods Word onely ro ſounde'in his owne houſe, reading nothing :* Cor,Z-I2-Ofo *J 
bur the Canonical] rexr , & comparing Scripture with Scripture! . wyugc. "of 
for edification, that he may ſauethimſelfe & thoſe thar hear him, q Chron. 29. 255 ® 
' The Prelate thinketh of preaching as acceſſorie,& would haue it worne *N't in the Synas —Þ 
out of uſe by a long dead leitourgie. In reading he would haue no diffe- SS? bak. on b 
rence betwixt the Apocrypha and the Canonicall Scripture , and liketh be bon gs Pdbbney. 
of ſuch Sermons, as are ftuffed with Philoſophers, Poets, Oratours, $coole-\ worehip. 1 Cor. tangy , 
men,and ancients in Greeke and Latine, that he may preach himfelfe, and 9 _— Ys bs Ss 
be admired of thoſe that heare him. et Poo. 
12, The Paſtor loveth no q Muſick in the houfe of God , bur' 
fuch as edifieth, and ftopperh his eares ar inftrumenrall muſike,as* _ Baptiſme. 3 
ſerving for rhe Pedagogie of the untoward Jewes under the law, ont & - nl 
and being figurariue of thar ſpirituall joy , whereunto our hearts” ;1e-ng baprifing «0 , 
fhould be opened under the Gofpell, | ( + to be a mote diſcer=" 
The Prelate loveth carnall and curious finging to the eare , more then' Wot wy 
the ſpirituall melodie of the Goſpell , and therefore would haue Antiphonie' g, ſach places pol 4 
and Organes in the Cathedrall Kirks , upon no greater reaſon then other ving Bapriſme r@ © 
Shadowes of the Law of Moſes, or leſier Inftruments, as Lutes,Cithernes, ks a figne of Chris 


%''\ 


or pypes might be uſed in other Kirks. F | | gone 4 you's 4 
13, The Paſtor miniſtrerh r Baptifine in the place of the pu- priſme ar rordan © 


blick aſſemblies of Gods people, it being a note of our Chriſtian. /#*-me , «nd whas  * 
{operon tg a proteſtation of our fayrh , and therefore should rape ney 67 es 4 
e celebrate -ublickly, as wel as ordination of miniſters, excom- /imetimes was in_. 
munication, confeflion of conyerts, or reconciliatis of penirents, *4* infancie of che 3 
The Prelate hath giuen place to private Baptiſme ,” and thereby enter= CO 
tayneth the ſuperſtitious conceit of the neceſſitie of Baptiſme , bringeth in ;, , Kirk, conſtitus. 
the abſurditie of conditional baptiſme, and maketh a ready way for private ted. . © 
perſons and midwines ro baptize. © 2 
14, The Paſtor, ſas the words of the inſtitution preſcribe, & mee je + 8 
afrer the example of Chriſt and his Apoftles, hath a Table prepa- c rroeinygeps 35 - =- 
xed for the celebration of the Lords foper : he fitteth downe in Mark 14-22 Luk, » 
a publick communion with the congregation, in the moſt ctifto< 32-19: 1 Cor: 119" uu 
mable and comely forme of firting:farre from all danger of Ido- _3: *, 7 
" p: . - pare foget oF- 
Jarrie: when he hath giuen thanks ; he breaketh the bread facra- ;he whole inftirue © 
mentally:when he delivererh the elements, he uttereth the words ti to be learned - > 
6f promiſe: This is my body, This is my blood, demonſtrariuely: 47 F* the lai 
POLL Ione IEINBY ; '/ *. place alone, ſince it © 
The people diftribure_the bread and cuppe among rhemſelues anrainerh nor alt | 


ongly. They eate and drink in ſuch'meafure, as they may find hinge belongeng to. ;F 
the! ſelues 'r 


— 
ne 
£2 

Lon 
TS 
*% 
” 
AY 2 

4 


£2 
v 
” 


eshed ſenſibly, ' And as before rhe action they rhe ine fn, 4 


Lo 


|< 
=Y 
v4 1&6 


- 


Ks: 3 KO 


» % t - 
uf, > $47 . k J — 
VTaS mM PE ION. PI et COAT, Io OBI JOIN 

7 Ha 23 3" AE = 4 4 4nd 

X 27-7 6p. TAB WP oo : [3 are 2 © EF 


be w > x Vc wy Les a 

DEST OT Yoo >» #5 SN EE ++ FR $. $54. : TRIS. 8 1 Ke 
X y > = S * 21 j , os A Fa £8 $ Pye "2 a5 4. « wu 2 - T5 _— bY as 

« >» © TS 8 = SOIL IC . doe. RE 4. S10d." + , WS 4, 


were prepared by diligent examinarion ; and powerfull ſermons 
| for trying themſelues, ſo in the time of the action their eares & 
their hearrs are filled with pertinent readings, & pithy exhorta- 
tions, and after the action diſmiſſed with joy, with ſtrengrh, and. | 
with ſpirituall reſolution, to the great honor of God, the inlarge-. 
menr of the kingdome of Chriſt, the terror of Antichriſt , the 
peace of the Kirk and unſpeakable comfort oftheir owne ſoules, 
The PRELATE pretending the words of the 95 Pſalme, & after. 
the example of Antichriſt and hu followers, hath turned the Table into ar 
Altar-like cupboorde, the table=geſture of ſitting, into the adoring geſture. 
of kneeling(with no better xs of idolatrie , then u expreſſed in the ob= 
ſeure termes of abſtraCtive ab objecto , aud objectum a quo ſignifi= 
Ccative) the publick communion into a private ation betwixt him and the 
communicant, the ſacramentall breaking into a preparatiue carving before 
the attion,the enunciatiue words of the mſtitution ito a forme of a prayer 
or oblation, the chriſtian diſtribution into a ſtewardlike partition , the re= 
freshment of eating and drinking into a pinched taſting , the preparatorie 
examination and preaching into a ſchiſmaticall diſputation about kneeling 
and ſitting, the ſpirituall exhortations in the time of the attion , either m 
a dumbe guyſe, and comfortleſſe deadneſſe,or in a confuſion of the Readers 
reading,and by owne ſpeaking at the giving of the elements , both at one 
time, and the fpirituall joy, ſtrength and reſolution after the aftion , into 
eerrors of conſcience m ſome , the opmion of mdifferencie mn all matters of 


religion in others,and of looſeneſie of life in many, to the mockeng of God, 


the reentrie of ate glatpuss. of the Kirk, 'obduring of. the Papiſt , 
e 


"> ſtumbling of the weake,and grief of the godly. | 
© Obſervationofthe 1x5, The PASTO R thinkerh it no Judaiſme nor ſuperſti- 
& fabbath. =, tion, but a morall duerie eto obſerue the Sabbath : becauſe firſt 
V / =" eng by Sy the obſervation of one day of ſeauen, albeit ir be poſiriue diyine, 
ED. Nebew-33 et it is nor ceremoniall nor for a time, but unchangable,and ob- 
> 15-1a-$6-2. #nd liperh perperuatly,as is manifeſt by the time when 1t wasappoin= 
- ob.13 wages red before the fall, when there was no type of redemption by 
” 20-16-26..44.2 Chriſt , and by numbring it amongſt the renne precepts: of the 
= 1-6 20-7. I Cr. morall law, written by the finger, and|proclaymed by the voyce 
$ XL #2 of God, which cannor be ſaid of any changable law, Neyther can 
BD Revels 2.10. 7 it be called perperuall and morall 1n this fence , that a certain 
_- time is to be allotred to divine worship, for then the building o 
the Tabernacle and temple, the new moones , and other legall 
feſtivities conteyning in them a generall equitie , might aſwell 
be accounted morall, Secondly,rhe change of rhe Sabbath from 
the laſt ro the firſt day of the weeke,is by divine authoritie from 
Chriſt himſelfe, from whom ir is called , the Lords day, who. is 
Lord of rhe Sabbath , who did inſtiture the ehucg- | of the'day, 
and reſted from his labours that day , whereon all things were. . 
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made new. by his reſurrection , and ſandified 
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blefled it, .He thinkerh ir no more contrarie ro Chrittian liber- 
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it , euen as in the 
beginning God reſted from all his works on the ſeauenth day, & 
tie , then ir was to Adam in his innocencie- to keepe one of the + 
ſeauen, and therefore he labourerh to make the Sabbath his de- 
light, obſeryeth ir himſelfe, and by his doctrine, example and 
diſcipline reacheth o:hers to doe the like, and to ceaſe uor one- 
ly from all ſervill workes, which require greate labour of the bo- 
die, bur from all our owne works whatſoever,drawing our minds 
from rhe exerciſes of religion , and ſerving for our owne-gaine 


and commoditie , excepr in the caſe of neceflitie, cauſed by di- 
vine providence, He would haue it well contidered, wherein 


rhe Jewes were more ſtrictly obliged then Chriſtians, and whar 


libertie we haue, that they had nor, Beſide the Sabbath he can 
admitte no-ordinary holy dayes - * rm by man , whether in 
reſpect of any myſterie , or of difterence of one day from ano= 
ther, as being warranted by meere tradition , againſt the do- 
Ctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles , bur - 17a, the ſolemne 
fafts and humiliations, unto which the Lord callerh, to be. 
extraordinarie Sabbaths , warranted by God himſelfe, 4. 

The PRELATE by hs dofrine, prattiſe, example, and neglet 
of diſc pline , declareth, that he hath no ſuch reverend eftimation of 
the Sabvath. He doteth ſo upon the obſervation of Paſche, Zuile , 
and feſtioall dayes , appoynted by men, that he preferreth them to 
the Sabbath , and hath turned to nothiug our ſolemne Faits, and bleſſed 
humilations. | 

16, The PASTOR findeth that eyerie parte of 
his office, and everie name, whereby he is called in Scri- 
prure v doeth call upon him to be perſonally reſident , and 
where he refideth to be a terror tothe wicked , and a com- 
fort ro the godly, 

The P RELAT E eyther waiteth upon Cou 
or. Court , or dwelleth ſo farre from his charge , that t 
ranza ( proving the neceſ{itie of the perſonal reſidence of 
applyed to him: He is a Bishop bur wirhour overſee 
baſſador, but runnerth where his errand lyeth nor, a 
Soldier, bur:farre from his ſtation, a Father and ſtewMd, bur ſut- 
fereth the children to perish for want of foode, Or if he hap- 
pen to be reſident,” hu Lordship i a prote&ion to the ol 6 , tothe car- 
all profeſſor, and to the Idoll-Minifter and Tdle-bel , and ſuch a 
vexation.. ro the vigilant Pastor”, . that he had much rather he were a 


* 


Non=-reſident. 


.:17:..:The PASTO R muſt be ſo unblameable, that he have 
ood reſtimonie. of rhem rhat are WEE x 8008 rule 
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Tim.1.1 3-Tit1 


gravitie, not accuſed of ryor, or unruly, He muſt be fober, nor 


rous: he muſt nor be a brauler,a {tryker, nor fighter, 
The PREL ATE moecketh at conſcience, gravitie , ſobrietie , mo= 
deſtie, patience, painfulnes (5c. and calleth them Puritanizing. 
The preſenceand - 18, The PASTOR Hboureth ro keepe faith in a good 


© Bleſſing of God. COnſcience, and by rhe blefling of God upon his labours tinderh 


q 2 Tim.1.19.ler. the encreaſe of the gifts of God in his old age , and the grace of 


; - 12-10-&23-1--5+ God growing in the hearts of the people. 
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> Prolate hob no T H E queſtion is nor of the Bishop, bur of the prelare orDio- 
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| Satay ark THe Prelate will object, notwithſtanding all the evill that hath been 


Fr. | Ee34 , 20S The P RELATE by looſing a good conſcience maketh shipwrack of 


2 Per. 2. 15. 16. fayth,and by the curſe of God upon hy flouth and defettion may finde him= 
Iude 11. Revel. 2+ ſelfe like Balaam , who ſeeking hornes did looſe bu eares , that us ſeeking 

preferment he loſt the gift of propbeſie, & may ſee grace decayed &5 worne 
out of the hearts of the people. =D | 


The Prelates objection. 


word. ſayd, or that ye can fo agtinſ him, That the name , the calling , the: 


power, and the life of the Brshop 1s ſet downe in the Word. 


The Paſtors anſwer. 


celane Bishop , whether he be the divine Bichop, Hamian, 


= and the manifold could thinke upon no man bur himſelfe ; when the man was na= 
= difference berwixt 


NO the med whom the King would honour : euen ſo the Prelate 1magi1- 


A  celane bishop. nerh no other Bishop to be ſpoken of in Scriprure bur himſelfe, 


| And as Alexander the great rooke Jupiters ominous faluration ,7 
y ==E B19» F:.- xd} oy O Child,or Babe, for w mu Ai@»> 0 [01 of R__ y 


wotra; evplanuy , "I "i | . , 

dixit Arift.inme. Cen 10 In the Prelates ambitious eare ,] eyerie word of a-Bishop 

eply/. ſounds honour unto him, Bur the trueth.is,that the paſtor & nor 
the Dioceſage Bishop is the Bishop divine. | 


I, The Daoceſane Bishop ts but one in a Djocit over many kirks. , 


Theivine Bishops may be many in one cirye , and over. 


one Kirk, | | 
2. The Dioceſane _ hath a forme of ordenation of hus owne,diffe-. 
rent from the ordination of the paſtor. ; 
The divine Bishop hath no orher bur- the ordination of 
the paſtor, | RE ; 
3. The Dioceſane Bishop preacheth at hi pleaſure , and 6 not obliged. 
to preach by the nature and neceſſitte of hu calling. ED 
The divine bishop is bound by his calling ro preach with 
© alldiligence, Re | 
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giuen to wine, he muſt nor be greedy of filthylucre, nor cove- 
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The DioceſaneB3shop hath no particulay conpregati hn 
emer gore he Wind vas 1 corukey aid "__ focks 
The divine bishop' is tyed to a particular flock, 
5. The dioceſane Bishop s for wo! cg; part a ſecular perſon. 
| The divine Bishop is a perſon meerly eccleſiaſtical, 

Therefore the dioceſane bishop is nor he divine bishop,ney= 
ther doeth the Word of God acknowledge any dioceſane Kirk , 
or any prelate or dioceſane bishop charged with the care of ma- - 
ny particular wa, i. 194 , and haying majoritie of power-to 
direct and correct other Paſtors, 


THE SECOND PART. 


—_— 


The Paſtor & Prelate compared 
by Antiquitie, and the proceedings | | 
. of the Ancient Kirk. | 


SD E reverencethe hoarichead,and name of An- Aviqidemhe paw. 
\ tiquite: but withall we know, that there is Fathers of ws! 7 
WF antiquitie of truth, & antiquitieoferror, and _ 


therefore vvould make difference betyvixt ori- * we poſt 
= rem antiquitie, or that yyhich was from the © ſon deſeipaninhs : 

” beginning, and ofthe firſtinſtitution, and anri- pens n/ 2 
uitie of cuſtome,or that vyhichis of long continuance. They hc venertile $a= 


that take themſelues wilfully to cuſtome againſt rhe firſt in- 759eniwy ccams 


hoc non obitante, - 


Kirurtion refolue 4 nor unlike the Councell of Conſtance, /acroriCanonis an- 
when they ſer dow ne their blaſphemousa&, Non obfante. os 5 Lara 
Wedoe not miſtegarde the practiſe of the Primitiue Kirk af- /*/7rvavir&ſer- ah 
ter the Apoſtles, eſpecially it being compared with the ages ſirmna concert 
following. But would haue ir in conipariſon of the Apo- /#13-/mgnrno og 
ſolicall Kirk ro be eſteemed, but dirivatiue, as which ad- matcueorrdefais | 
mitred many changes from better to vyorſe aA mages. a 
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and diſcipline. We honour the| Fathers, but ſothar yye 
vvhom vve hate no father. To| his ſonne Ieſus Chriſt 
the onely Prophet, vvhom vve should heare. To the. 
Holy Scripture, vvhich onely carryeth their divine autho=- 
ritic. Wishing all thar are ſtudious of rhe trueth in the 
The maintevnere of £VVO things : Firſt, tharthe maintainers of conformitie ma- 
E  Conformitie forgette ny vvayes forget themſelnes in the matter of the authori- 
& Geuitie three wayes, TIE Of the Fathers. For albeirthey/daube us vvith the Fa- 
thers,the Fathers, the ancients, and all anriquitie, yer they 
diſputes : vvhether againſt Papiſts, vyvhom they anſvver. 
_ -. vvith the ſameexceptions againſt the Fathers, vvhich vve 
Eb Whitgiftus, Socra- : 
Puricanwn vacare Sa- us, yyhen the Fathers makeagainſt them: and thus vvhile 
avia contra Bec. ai- 
LOETe ecrians oſe, Ve mock them , ſometimes putting upon them the purple 
IN contra omnes 
BE cpum fn] Next they torget the(clnes in this, that albeit they knovv, 
EE Qualer ſme , dut'r that the vvitnelſle and not the teſtimonie is to be believed , 
” poftolers inſeribirus, TREY alledge notvvirhſtanding « ſome counterfeit, ſome 
Clemens, Romany, corrupted authors, and ſome late ſchoolmen , for the an- 
Areopagita, Exeſip- Cient Fathers againſt us. Bgcanus, Calvin, Beza, Martyr, 
pits, Dorotheus , Fc. 
era pintificios, Lar- their authoritie. And thirdly, they miſregard the order 
vatiiſti autores pueru | 
int ,viraauremcr- ingratitude to God for his gifts, and to good men for their 
© . dats, efſe ludibrio de- | | 
dVicium malignitats name of Antiquitie, unto {the vyorthieſt inſtruments of 
humans ,ut vererd ſc- . 
tia fint in faſtidio. | | | = 
eh ' that vyent before them many greate helpes of the langua 


» IS: NE EEE. os ads a? OY 
_ 'gine the firſt honour to the Father of fathers, beſides 
Holy Ghoſt, vvho onely reacherh us the truerh, andro the 
pointe of the controverhie in hand,to take notice of theſe 
themiclnes about an- 
themſclues vvillnot hear the voiceof the Fathers in their 
Sem Novationam & DTINg in this cauſe againſt them, zor in their diſputes vvith | 
EEG Hicrmimum aper- they profeſſe that they honour the Fathers, they doe but 
© Epatres ,negar Perrum robe of authoritic, & artheir pleaſure pulling ir ofFagaine. 
trori , qui canones A- 
Ienatius , Dyoniſin« , 
pots Pororeng ne: Tnell Sc. bring them againſt the Papiſts, vvho denye not 
rerricalamzesdſe pep, Of divine diſpenſation inrhe courſe of time, nor vvithour 
oe. labours, *4 by prefcrringthe meaneſt, that carrieth rhe 
»per in laude,praſen- that bleſſed vvorke of Reformation, vvho had aboue all 
ul niſs quod Libitina 


facravit Horat. Nec nosſumus Nani, nec ill gigantes , ſed omnes ejuſdemFaturg, & quidem nos alrim eve, 
eorum beneficio , Maneat modo in nobis quod in illus fludium, attentioa animi , vigilantia & amor veri, que ſo 


abſint , jam non nant ſumn. , nec in g12antnm hnaeros ſedemu, ſed homines initar magnitudinu hum proſtratt. 
5 [ x 


© Sudov. vives de cauſis corrup. arg, lib, 1, 
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ges, of humane litetature, and of printing, and to vyhom 
' many ſecrets vyere made knoyyne by the accomplishment 
of prophelies, eſpecially concerning the Antichriſt, vvho be- | 
ing conceived inthe Apoſtles times, vvas brought forth, and 
broughr up unvvittingly by the Fathers, vvho'looked for 
the Antichriſt from another quarter , vvhich makerh them 
to be incomperent judges in the matter of Hierarchie, & Ce- 
remonies thereof. The Romaniſts themſclues,vvho profeſle 
| to bethe greateſt favourers of the ancient Fathers,are forced 
ro blush at many of their groſſe and shamefullabſardities, & 
ro confeſſe,that many things, that vvere of o1d either doubt- 
full, or alrogether unknovvne, are noyy to the meaneſt be- 
come cleare and certaine. Some of them hane exploded it as 
an impertinent fimilitude, that vve being coparedto the an- 
cients,are as dyvarftes upon the shoulders of Giants. The o- 
ther thing,that vve vyyould haue the ſtudious reader to take 
notice of, is this, That of the Prelates & maintainers of con- 
formitie, ſeeking the fountaine of anriquitie, and uncertaine 
vvhereto finde it, ſome goe back to the old teſtament, to 
bring the Prelates pedegree from thence, ſome yvould bring 
his diſcent from Chriſt, ſome fromthe Apoſtles,and a fourth 
ſort from the primitine Kirk. Burt before they get a fight 
of their ovyne Prelate,in his pompe , in his povver, and in 
his buske of Ceremonies , they mult goe farder doyvne the 
ſtreame, till they comein fight of the Antichriſt, and there 
they shall ſee him nor far of, vvayting on, as may be appa- 
rent by this vyhich folloyyerh, | 
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ary Ancients,as Jerome and others, who infift in the fmilitude of the 
* heb. 7.12. Exf- Minifterie of the old and new Teſtament, e as {peaking by the 
| gore communiz/ine way of alluſion, and not from any warrant of divine tranſlation. : 
E: We be The PRELATE ſearching the fountaimnes of Nilus ,” would bri 
g © = pak de pon. "hb deſeent as high as from Levi,as if the chief praeſts,who had no epiſcop 
Wy. authoritie over their brethren, were turned now mto prelates ; theagnfers< 
| our Prieſts into paſtors, and the Levites , |\who had no proper care of the 
poore, were changed into our Deacons. He bringeth the ancients to veckon 
thu Genealogie, but with ſuch ſucceſie,as the ſonnes of Habajah had,when 
| they failed in reckoning their line from Aaron , and ſo proved unworthy of 
the prieſthood Nehem. 7. a1 
be paſtor andnot - 2, The PASTOR hathan ordinarite and perperuall office 
© =p: <a appointed by Chriſt, bur the office of the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt 
Apoh.& Enang, WAS extraordinarie,& to continue but for a time, So thar (how= 
vſfcie,de- ſoever antiquitie uſeth the words of Apoſtle & Bishop amply, cal- 
RE de ex174%- Jing the Apoſtles Bishops, and Bishops or paſtors Apoſtles, and 
_—_ 4, figmficant nal]. 
© Offciv Apoſtol;  Taccefſfors ro the Apoſtles ) yer neither 1s the one kinde of office 
— Exang.continet in Compatible with the other , nor can the one properly be fayd to. 
| Fefficium precby- facceede the other, f So different are they as well in reſpect of 
— Fer: eminenter, ſed : f | q oy 
, mon formalit er, of - charge, as of gifts and diſcharge of duerie, - For the _— 
* Fiche aure epiſcop; d nor onely doe that which the inferior may nor doe, but hig 
Y - —+opagaliens *- manner of doing, of that which is common to borth,is far higher 
© datur epiſcoparus AN More eminent, | 
| extra epettolars, © The PRELATE repelled by the officebearers of the Old Teſta- 


i 


b:: * og ogy ment, ſcoketh to enter with 

= precbyteratus. "J > 
>} power over paſtors and dofors ſuffereth them not to be. He urgeth to be 
8 * graduon ihe taken in with the Apoſtle or Evangeliſt, and to be eſteemed g ſucceſior to 
x up bps pre them, but hy office and theirs are not compatible. For formally their office 
* faccedunt pattore; 1945 eXtraordinarie, and without ſucceſiion., and materially hu office x not 
 rdinari;, _ conteyned4#k their offices, as the office of a paſtor , there being no exam=- 
bo | of fuch power 
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'the Kirk and miniſterie of the old & new Teftamenr,, 


the Levirticall priefthood, but bringeth his-oldeft war= _ 
rant from Chriſt and his Apoſtles , and exponeth the -- 
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unto death, did recommend. rhe care of the Kirks , and there- 
fore the Paſtor and nor the prelate is the miniſter warranted 
by the Apoſtles, | SRI 
The RELATE denyed of Chriſt, would father himſelfe u LE 
the Apoſtles , and finding no warrant from their doftrine or praktiſs in h Intervallun ill 
Scripture,albeit the Atts of the Apoſiles containe the hiſtorie of many 6 wlt.c. Abt, Apaſts 
yeeres after Chriſts aſcenſion, br He ſeemeth to-be ſure of the eccleſiaſti= oy = Y pn 
call hiſtorie recorded in the Apoſtles times, & by Apoſtolich inſtitution, Fareed 9s 
a begunne ſucceſſion of Bishops. in Teruſalem, Rome, Alexandria, An= poteft. Toſiph. Scalign 
tioch Ec. But here alſo. he ſtandeth without,becauſe the bishops of thoſe 9; on - i Chroug 
| . ; / 5= F 
places were either Apoſtles,and therefore could not be properly Bichops, . 
or els ordinarie paſtors of _—_ place nor power, except for age & 
gift, then other presbyters labouring with them: Such were Linus, Cle= 
mens, Cletus, Anacletus, fellowpresbyters at Rome at one time , one of i ve hiatum expleres * 
them living ſome ſpace after another , and to shewe the order of ſucceſ= Enſtb.  rwv vwnvCuas, 
ſion from = A _ againſt Hereticks, who urged it, they were num- Orange + wp 1 
bred,as if they had nat lved at one time , and tn the line of ſucceſſion dirus Alexendrings 2 
were called Bishops , by Euſebius and others after him, 1 agreeable to renunrng) & mls mas | 
the corruption of their owne tymes , when now men had of their owne erat. ney 
head put a difference betwixt a Bishop and a paſtor , and not according delettu,ca Cres 
zo the puritie of the primitiue times,of which they did write,when a-pa=. idem. | 3 
ſtor and a bishop was one and the ſame. | = 
4. The PASTOR is the divine and Apoftolick bishop, mes jo.» A 
of the lawfulneſſe of whoſe calling,and power inthe primiriue tie in the primitive - 
Kirk after the Apoſtles there was no queſtion, The-paſtor by Kirk,whenthe 
conſent of antiquitie ( when now by humane wiſedome rhe ge5"=2 to worke 4. 
conſtant moderator was brought in and called the Bishop)had deraor , or perpenalit © 
right and power, not by grant bur by his oftice, not onely ro prefident. + 
preach the-Word, miniſter the;Sacraments, and uſe the keyes. py 
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presbyters- k ro ordaine miniſters , and in the presbyreriall , « 


SR 
i. os 


p OF T f a e the Fl 
God gaue him, he maintained in ſome Kirks in the moſt cor- Doom rhiſelues | 


prelacie for the-moſt parr, of humane was become fatanicall, 
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ifups ini- pompe and ſuperFtitions ceremonies , be hydeth his miter in the myMevie of ® 


« _ __ iniquitie , going 01 with it foote for foote , and drawerh in by fraude and 
Gone i; force, one limme after another, till at laſt , after many Ho » and much 


wichriſtiana ty- working (for he atteyned not to the degree of an Archbishop , till after the 


+ 
Ts 
CES 


PFannidem _— Countell of Nice) he'sheweth himnſelfe Lord in the houſe of God ,. havin 
- bel ſe Fw Targa 0 more of the fir inftitution of a Bishop , then theship Argo had of her 
© abolenda niſs ſemel firit buylding , when after her expedition zhee had lyen at a full ſea ſome 
| Jnblatis quibus eo bundreds of yeares,or the beggers cloake patched with many clouts and cou-, 
A | ut Noraning lours,that hath paſied through ſome rg ny ron he it may be,makes 
© anftirucionu redi- 120Ye of, then of a parliament robe, hath of the firſt Shaping. 

- garwr. Bep.degrad o&, TheP ASTOR as became the humble ſervanr of Chriſt, - 
by "he paſtor ce. And a miniſter of the New Teſtament, procured and maintained 
® eth no honour but the dignitie and true honour of his miniſterie , by holding forth 
© by hisdodrine& the gloriqus light of the Goſpell in his doctrine, and the shyning 
L = ; the prelte 1;-r of holynes in his conyerſarion : eſteeming the preaching of . 
= forſaketh this way . . OY 
and raketh himzo TRE glad rydings of peace, to be the beautie of miniſters, & righ= 

* theworld. reouſnes their robe and ornament, | 

The PRELATE. tooke him to the contrarie courſe, for his credite, 

and transformed the beautifull ſimplicitie of Chriſts Kingdome into the 

glorie of the 'kingdome of the world , albeit when he was of hs old ſtampe , 

Th greateſt dignitte was his chaire , and faythfull teaching the flower of hs 

garland : yet now degenerating from hn firs ſinceritie,and being infetted 

with ſecular ſmoake, he came to be caſt in the mould of the firſt Beaft , hx 

chaire gaue place to his Conſiftorie and throne;bu juriſdition and govern= 

ment, honoured with the title of preheminence caried all the credit, Teach= 

#ng as a baſe works was ginen over to the pettie presbyters , and everic of= 

fice un the Kirk was counted a dignitie worthie of honour leſſe or more , as 

# had more or leſie juriſdittion annexed, as theſe are more or leſſe honou= 

rable in the common. wealth , that haue more or leſſe civill authoritie. 

L And thus prelacie came np, and preaching came downe , and the Kirk be= 

> came more worldly then the world it ſelfe. 

= The paſtor wit- 6G, The PASTOR whenall was going wrong , ſome ray- 

b Fe om ue I {ing conrenrions, others gaping after honours, the braines of ma- 

F £:2ion , which is 7 ÞPeing bigge with herehies , all giuen' to vers, 21 up ſuperſtition 

= arought by the and Arheiſme, and the prelate with his popish hierarchie, pofſeſ- 

a © relae, pervertivg {ing both the holy citie and outward court, he then gaue reftimo- 
E-- me ©» of*© nie to the truerh , kepr ſtill the remple , and within the remple 

HE kepr in the light, as two oliue trees growing up by the ſides of 
the candleſtick, and dropping downe from the branches oyle in- 
ro the lampes, for the comfort of ſuch as-Jehovah Shammah had 
choſen for life, and would;faue from the deluge of defection, 
The PRELATE once poſſeſſed into the Kirk, never ceaſed , till he 
had changed the Kirk into 4 court , power eccleſiaſticall into civill policie , 
the Scripture into tradition, the rrueth into hereſie , ſinceritic into ſuper= 

| Sf OR Stutzon, 
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. ſition, the worship of God into tarts | 
- - ges , Saints and bread-worship » the pure ordinances of God mts 

Maſſes , Altars , Images , Garments, Faſting , and follies of Paga- 
#iſme and Indaiſme , like a ſmoake out of the y $60" pitte, grow 
ang groſier and thicker everic day , and in the middeſt of the myſt built 
up hu greatnes , upon the ruins not onely of the Kirks, but, of the com=- 
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monwealths of the world : for when the ſtarres of heauen fell into the ' 


earth , the mountaines and Tlands were moved out of their places, and as 
this unhappy milt ſwelled bigge in the bodie with wealth and honour , the 
life of religion became faint , the Princes and Nobles of the earth liks 
the noble parts in the body decayed, and the meaner ones like the hands 
and feete withered away. The Popes felicitie was the whole worlds miſe= 
re, and ſo was the Prelates to ſeveral nations and provinces. 

7. The PASTOR and with him the godly of the time 
wearied with long oppoſition, poured out their heavie com- 
- Plainrs, m2 thar rhe grief of the Kirk was more bitter in peace , 

rhen eyther under perſecution or herefie, that she had brought up, 
and exalred her ſonnes,& they had deſpiſed her, If a profeſſed 
Hererick $should ariſe, she __ caſt him forth of her boſome , if 


_ a violent enemie, she could hide her ſelfe fro him, bur now whom 7 


Shall rhe Kirk caſt our,or fro whom shall she hide her ſelf, all are 
friends, & yer all are enemies,al are domeſticks,& yet none ſeek. 
her true peace, for all ſeeke their owne things, and nor the things 
of Ieſus Chriſt, They are the miniſters of Chriſt, & ſerue the An- 
richriſt, He complaynerth , » that devotion had brought forth riches,C5 
the mother had devoured her daughter. o That of old the Bishops were of 
gold&the cups of wood, but now the bishops haue chaged their metall with 
the cups. þ That of old Chriſtians had darke Kirks,but lightſome hearts , 
but now lightſome kirks and darke hearts. That the.-prelates inquired what 
rent the bishoprick rendered,and not how many ſoules were to be fed in it, 
That their bodies were clad with purple and ſilke, but had threedvare con- 
ſciences. That their care was greater to emptie mens purſes,then to extit= 
pate their vices, That when they conſecrate aPrelate, they kill a 200d man 
by advancing him. That no greater evill could be wished to any man , then 
that he be made pope. That in the eſtate of the Kirk Heauen 1 below,and 
earth i abone. The ſpirit obeyeth, and the flech commandeth. That im the 
mouths of the Prelates was the law of vanztie, and not the law of veritze, 
and that the lips of the prieſtes under them kept ſecular , and not ſpirituall 
knowledge. 2 TOE 
And when he ſearched rhe: cauſes of the Kirks miſerie , he 
condeſcended upon the neglecting of Scriprure , and 
multiplication of mens inventions , the ignorance and 
idlenes of prelares , like dumbe dogges , that could nor 
barke., ther coverouſnefſe aboue rhe Phariſees, 
| ME, | D They 
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The paſt,comp'at- . 3 
ned of that which 
he coukd notmend 
& the pre}, perle-  ; 
cured them that © 
complained. 
2m Eccein pace a= + 
maritado mea ama _* 
11ſsima,amarapri- 7 
Win nece marty= > 
T1,4marior poſe; 
confiitu here 
Tum, amari 
nunc in mor 
domeſticoru 
Bern.ſuper Cant. * 


n Devotio peperib 
divitias, & filia de > 
voravit matrem. = 
idem. = 
o Olim fuerunt lis => 
gnei caltces ,& ate 
rei /acerdotes:nunc | 
comgra ſunt aures 
calices & lignes ſa 2 
cerdotes, uulgo ja= 
(itath. Io 

p Olim habuſſe 
chriſtians obſcure 
templa, ſed lucy 
corda:nic corre he. 
bere lucida templa 
ſed obſcura _corda. 
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They ſiffred' doues to be ſolde in the temple, but theſe ſell both; * 
Kirk and ſacrifice, Their pride and ambition declared in theyr- 
rear horſes , and other ſuperfluous pompe,and rhar as ſonnes of 
Belial they haue caſt off the yoke , not induring that any Should 
' aske:them, why they doe ſo and fo, che unequall proportion ſeen 
in the Kirk, when one is hungrie an other drunke , ſome ſo enor- 
miouſly overgone in riches and pompe;, thar the weaknes of the- 
reſt is not able to beare them, | | 
The PRELATE ſtill madde of avarice and ambition food upon 
- the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that they 
Should not blowe, and oppoſed himſelfe againſt the dottrine and complaint 
of the Paftors, condemning them for Hereticks., groing out pray | them 
decrees of corrupt councels,thundring them with anathematiſmes: & per- 
ſecuting them þ fire and ſword. He punished the clergie under him more 
ſeverely for the negle of a ceremonie then for ſacriledge or adulterie , and 
finally leaft hy fraude and falſchoode should he knowen , he forbad all men 
: the reading and ung the holy Scripture. | 
ke Paſt, deſyred 8. ThePASTOR andallgood men, thar longed aud Ia- 
| a refor- boured for the reformation of the Chriſtian Kirk , for the ſpace 
mon, which by of fine hundred yeeres, q as the Waldenſes, Marhlius Patavinus , 
Spenes rhe pts Wickleife, and his ſchollers, Huſſe and his followers,and all ſuch 
RD. Keynold bi AS the Lord uſed for inſtruments in working rhe reformarion , as 
#trerro S.Francu Luther, Calvin, Brentius , Bullingerus, Muſculus &c.did teach, 
ay We oneerning thar all paſtors are of equall authoririe by the word of God, . and 
$588.makerh chi All rhar ſpace of time urged rhis point of reformation, as without 
her ' which no ſuccefſe could be expected in the reformation of the 
5 doctrine and worship. * 
= The P RELATE knowing, as it was often preached &5 writ= 
= ten, all that time of 500 yeares, that the maine cauſe of the corruptions 
of the Kirk was hu owne place, hx pride, and.h avarice,and that the deſi= 
red and urged reformation of the Kirk,, which was now brought to that 
 paſse; that as one ſayes well, she could never beare her owne diſcaſe, nor yet 
ſuffer remedie, behoved to beginne at himſelfe , the greateſt byle in all ehe 
bodi?, by all meanes held off reformation,as his owne ruine, and when ſve 
zall nations were bringing it aboute, he could never be moved. to giue his. 
conſent, ſo deare was his myter and bellye unto him. 


: The Prelates objection. 


Obj. The Chriftiz HE PRELATE willconfeſſe, that zt were better to haue no 
® - Kick for 300 Bishops then-ſuch monFers, as the Roman Kirk brought forth , but 
& yeres,had ſuch bi- prydeth himſelfe in antiquitie , and affirmeth, that the Chriftian Kirk m- 
| ca as we Bane 1] places for the ſpace of three hundreth yeares after Chriſt and hs Apoſtles 
=: had Bishops in everie thing like himſelfe,&5 that afterward the shepheards- 
became wolues. Z | | | pu 
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 ThePaſtors anſwer. " 

| HAT which Terrullian in his time faid unto the Gentils : 
T may be replyed to our Prelates; Ye boaſt of antiquitie :.but your An. Shewing in - 
dayly life us after the new fashion. Maiſter Phantaſtico ar Athens , many particulars? 


? 


whenſoever he perceiyed any hips entring into the harboure, he ** 4ifference be="# 


{ſtrongly apprehended thar they were his owne, and uſed ro ſeaſe ep 3 b- 
upon them, as if they had beene his owne indeede, Sodeale our ourprelates, who * 
Prelares with rhe ancient Bishops, they-come no ſooner in their P© ney nR the I 
Gghr, bur rhey rake them for their owne, albeit they be yerie un- he mot ated : 
like unto them , for were rhey living they would blush, and be tices. | 
ashamed,thar ſuch ſhould be called their ſucceſſors , as Angelo 
the famous Iralian Painter pourtrayed Peter and Paul for the uſe 
ofa Cardinall ar Rome , with redde and high coloured faces , 
shewing thereby, tharit they were living , they would blush ar 
the pompe and pride of the Prelates of thar time, Our. Prelares 
are rather of the late Roman cutre , and not ſo like unto the pip 
miriue , as unto the popish Bishops , who comparing rhemſelues. 
with others before, & ours now come afrer them mughr ſay with 


the Poet : | | dh cage 0: + : 
Our parents age worſe then their predeceſſors, 7 cqnceris ae 'Y ; 
Hath brought us forth more wicked their ſucceſiors, OO Fur progent win 
Ere it be long , if we continew thus , | tioſtorem, Horat. _ | 
: PIT n = | { Ex hi Ambrofig 
We will bring forth a broode more vitious. 


© Hizeronimi con- 


1. ſ For the Primitine bishops(after thar the name of Bishop {ar prims, in ip 
common to all paſtors beganne tro be 6p ey ) were neyther cf primordi 
ordeyned by bishops nor merrapolitanes , bur onely choſen by = phy" 3 ile: { 

aſtors,to be their conſtant moderators,or perperuall preſidents, þoftea inftiturs fue 


ut withour warrant from God or his rrueth, ere; ſeillcer ot fo | 
. urerenquu e ere + : 
Our Prelate muſt fir#t by a ſimulate forme of eleftion be made my Lord po Wong A | 


Elett,and then receiue a new gc re a new guiſe of Ceremonies l;girur @ non effe 
drawen from the Roman' Pontifical, as litle knowen to poore antiquitie,as id ipſum a Ci 
the words themſelues of ordination, conſecration (90. | NA TE 

2. The Primitive Bishops looking more ro the bewtie then yew in eccl. 14 fie + 
dignirtie, ſuffered violence, and were conftreyned by paſtors and -primm. quod. pri- 2 
people, whether they would or nor, ro receiue the charge. mum.) eccleſie foe 


, 1 TY Cc ultius » we if 
Our Prelate when the Bishop ns an old man, then he Randeth diligent- ol p why 24 


ty and learneth faſt,but onely how to make credite at court, and when after paricen erentur "2 
long exſpetation the place u voyde, by poſting , promiſing, and propyuing , ans En ge” IJ 
he procureth himſelfe to be choſen firſt without the knowledge and ſyne, a= ,; ,.u, ©; bic epi= 
gainſ# the will both of Paſtors and people. ſeoporum a precby= Þ 
reru dittintftorum ordo, rue radus eft conStiturus, fuiſſe epiſcopos tamquam monarchos, &c.Chamner.de) acumen. 4 
pontif. lib. 18: cap. 5+ſett. 6. Reſpondeo patrum authoritem mbil efficere, ratio , quia non ostendunt nullum un- | 
quaza temps extitiſſe cumeſſent epiſcops pares presbyreris, ſed rantum inequalitatem eſſe veruſtiſfiimam,ac Vice. 3 
4m apoſtoloruns remporibus, quod nes ulrro faremur. idem Chamier.lib. 10. cap.6-ſtch.248 i: 
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g- The | we; Bishops knew not ſuch a-creature , as was 
defigned afterward by the proude name of an Archbishop, who 
Should be a Bishop of bisho 


ps, having power oyer Comprovyin= 
ciall bishops his ſuffraganes. | - LEE A 

Our Prelate prydeth himſelfe in ths proude title, and will haue one 6 
the ſame creature to be Metropolitane Archbishop and primate, that what 
he may not doe as Metrapolitane he may doe as Archbishop , -and what he 
may not as Archoishop, be may as Primate and as another Pope. 

4. The primiriue Bishop was in the presbyrterie like the Con- 
full in the Senar, as firſt amongſt the presbyrers he moderated in 
their meetings, reported marters done before, asked the vyorers, 
and whar they concluded,he d1d ſee it executed upon others,and 
was ſubject ro it himſelfe, 

Our Prelate in the Presbyterie will ve like a king in his Counſell , and 
thinketh his authoritie no leſſe without the presbyterie then with 1t , and 
what the Synode may doe with the Arch-bishap , that he may doe without 
the Synode, | 

5. Theprimitiue bishops dwelled ſo neare together, thar ſixe 
of them conyened in a cauſe that concerned an Elder, and three 
for a deacon, Ina Synode they convened in great numbers. 
Privarus was condemned by 90 Bishops, Againſt Novyarus were 
convened 84. bishops. In ſome 'Synods 217, in ſome 270, 

Our Prelate aan hu wings over ſome hundreds of Karks , lying im 
divers provinces alſo wide as Mers, Louthian, Fyffe, Angus, Mernes Te. 

. As therefore our Prelate was shewed before , not to -be the 
Lords bishop, authoriſed by Scripture, fo is he nor mans bishop 
made up in the primiriue rimes of the Kirk, bur the ſame rhar we 
had before rhe reformation, the ſame with the Iralian, Spanish , 
or French Prelate under the Pope, and the ſame with the Anti- 
chriitian Prelares, in the moſt corrupt times of the Kirk, eſpeci- 
ally rhe laſt goo yeares,excepting his ſubordination to the pope, 
by which excepr16 our princely prelate is made greater then the 
popish, And whar was written of rhe popish prelate in thoſe 


times, is ofnew againe reyerified of ours, as of their civill offices 
and adyocarions, 


Vintontenſis armiger, Some Bishops Metropolitane. 
Preſidet ad Scacanium , -Preſides at TJ Exchequor, 

Ad computandum impiger, For counting he's a butie man, 
Piger ad Euangelium, To preach the Goſpell ſlacker. 
Sic Lucrum Lucam ſuperat, Lucre worth is more then Luke, 
Marcam marco pr 


eponderat & marks the marke weigh berrer 
| Et libreabrum aicie. He ſers the pound aboue the boke, 


| And cares not for the marrer, 


Of. 
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. | 29. | Ds | 
Of their zeale in urging ceremonies upon others , while they - 
fayled in ſubſtance themſelues , the'old Poem , called Aſini pwnz= 
zentiarius, wherein the wolfe confeſſerh himſelfe ro the fox, & the 
foxe to the wolf, and both are abſolyed, bur the poore aſle truſt- - 
ing to his innocencie for abſolution , was condemned to dye by 
the other rwo, for no other cauſe , bur-thar in his extreame hun- 


per he had been ſo profane, as to cate the ſtrawe garters of a re- 
1910us pilgrime, | SN dos | 


Immenſum ſcelus eſt injuria , quam peregrine 
Feciſti : ſtramen ſurripiendo ſibz, 

Non advertiſti , quod plura pericula paſius , 
Plurima paſurus , quod peregrinus erat ? 

Non advertiſti, quod et per maxima terre 
Et pelagi ſpatia ſit peragranda via ? © 

Totius eccleſie fuerit cum nuncins iſte , 
Pertulit abſtrafto ſtramine damna vie, 

Cum ſis confeſius , cum ſis convietus, habes ne 
Quo tales noxas occuluiſſe queas ? 

Es fur, ignoto cum fecers hoc peregrino- : 
Scx bene , fur quali debet honore mori. 


How great a finne were this to thee, 
A Pilgrim poore to wrong 2 
Had thou not mind what dangers he 


Had travelled farre among ? of 
Could thou nor thinke, that he dull afſe Py 
B'hou'd paſſe through Sea and land , | | 


That nunce of holy Kirk he was 
Running attheir command , | 

Thou haſt confeſſed, convinced thou art, 
Nothing thy crime can hide: 

Thiefe thou did earte his ftrawe | Apt 
Death $hall thee now beryde, 


CELD GELS ELD CELD GELS CEL? LEE GEL? 


—— 
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THE THIRD PART. 


The Paſtor & Prelate EY 
in their judgment and praQtiſe about 
things indifferent. 


Wo any controver« Es1Dsz the ſpeculations of the Schoolmen devi- 
EY + ded amongſtrhemſclues, in their ſubrilties aboute 
Wy Ferenc, I things indifferent, which vyorke mightily upon 
\ mens Wits,but more weakely upon their affeCtions, 
' } thento makeany greate diviſion, There hath beene much 
 adoeintheKirkfince the beginning about adiaphoriſmes,8 
- 1-nche Apoiler things indifferent. Firſt in the infancie of the Chriſtian 
_” | Kirk the heate and the contention was greate betwixe the 
converted Jewes and Gentiles, aboute the keeping of the 
.\ Ceremonies of the lavy, which before vvere commanded , 

afterwards were forbidden, burin that tra of time were 
in a manner indifferent. Concerning vvhich we finde, that 
the Apoſtles never impoſed them upon any people or per- 

ſon, that judged them unlavvfull, that they thought thar eve- | 
ry man shquld be perſuaded in his ovvne mind, and should 
doe nothing againſt, or vvithout rhe vyarrant of his conſci- 
ence; that by all meanes ſcandall should be avoyded, as 
vyhich bringeth vyoe upon him by vyvhom it commerh,and 
deſtruction upon him upon vvhom it commeth, and 

many ſuch rules of conſcience and Chriſtian prudence, - 
vyhich ſerue to the Kirk for direQtion -in matters indifferent 
2. Arthefirtre- TO the comming of Chriſt. Secondly, there yvas greate bu- 
ne mens finefle abonte ceremonies, and things calledindifferent, in 
_ © theinfancieofthe Reformed kirks,in the rime.ofthe _ 

| | | yyhen - 
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yyhen vvith ſo greate poyver and perſecution the Romish 
corruptions vvere forced againe upon them, under the name 
ofindifferencie : at thattime politicks and yyorldly men, 
more carefull of their ovvn yvealth then of Gods trueth/, 
auethemſclucs to ſerue the time, and received all that vyas 
obtruded underthe (aide cloake of indifferencie. Theſe 
vvere accounted friends to Auguſtus, Others of greate gifts! 
and eſteeme in the Kirk yvished from their hearts, that Reſe 
ceremonies had never been urged, yertthought italeſle evill 
ro admit ſome thinginthe exrernall part o Godsvvorship, 
and thereby uniformirie in religion vviththe enemies , then 
by aſtoicall ſtifnes (as they call it) and an obſtinacie to pro- | 
yoke authoritie , and thereby to bring upon themſelues ba- \ 
nishment, andupon Kirk and common vyvealth defolarion. \ 
Such men looking more to unitie,thento veritie, & more to- {7 
the event, then totheir ovvn duetie, vvere called cinie, vyiſe! } | 
and peaceable men. A third forte ſetting aſide all ſophiſti-\/ | 
cation, and colluſion vvith the enemie , raught plainly by | 
vyord and yvrit from Scripture, and not from the grounds 
of policie : that vyhen any part of Gods vyorship is in-dan- 
ger, tharthen forthe honour of God,. confirmation of the 
trueth, and edification of the Kirk, Confeſſion is neceſlarie. 
He that confeſSeth not me , hethat is aſhamed of me before men,&c. 
They taught,thar it vvasnot layvfall to ſymbolize vvith the 
enemie;thatin the caſe of confeſſion the (malleſt ceremonies 
are notindifferent: thatat ſuch times the Kirk should ſtand 
faſt ro her libertie,againſt ſuch as vvould bring herinto bon- 
dage: thar yielding to ſuch ceremonies vvas agreat ſcandal, 
gt being a returning to the yomite, the patching of an old 
cloure upona nevy garment, & making the vveake to thinke 
that thereformation ofthe Kirk vvas not a vyorke of God, 
burof-man : thatthe untimely change of ceremonies vvas a 
Shevve of defeftion from the vyhole reformation: that vvhen- 
the encmie urgeth uniformitie , his intentio should be looke& 
to, becauſe he never reſts, but proceeds from the corruption 
of outvvard vyorship to corrupt the doctrine, and toleaue 
nothing ſound. Men that taught afrerthis manner vvere ac- 
| '-counred 
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counted by the former politicks, and peaceableFormalifts, * 
0 ro be contentious ſpirits, and troublers of the peace of the - 
3. Þ wes Refr- Kirk, Thirdly,albcitthe reformed Kirks agree novyfor the 
» Kirks thu day *, 7 I_0 | | | 
8 moſt parr-in the generall, abouttche nature and uſe of things 
2 indifferent,yet they goc far aſunder in the application of the 
generall to their particular practiſes. The Lutheran Kirks 
hold ſome things for indifferent, yvhich che Kirk of England 
receiverh not, and England holderh a multitude of ordinan- 
ces aboute diſcipline and ceremonies for indifferent, yyhich 
yve tabe ro be unlayvfull,and beſide the vvord, Everie Kirk 
judging, orat leaſt praCtiſing,according totheyr ovvne mea- 
ſure of reformation: all crept nor forth of that Roman de- 
luge equally accomplished. No matyell that ſome of them 
Should ſmell of the vvine of fornication, vvherevvith they 
all for ſo many yceres vvere drunke, But obſtinacie againſt 
the ingyring light,and the refuſing of a further degree of Re- 
formation,is fearefull,vyhar is it then tro drawee others back 
from their reformation, and ro binde them up againe into 
their old chaine ofdarknes. Theſt manifold contentions a- 
bout things called indifferent, and ceremonies haue proved 


ſo pernittous by defacing the Kingdome of Chriſt, ſetting up 
the tyrannie of Antichriſt, dividing Paſtors, — 
1 


ple, diſmembring the Kirk,and almoſt putting ourthe life of 
true pictie,that vye may truly ſay, nothing hath provedleſſe 
indifferent to the Kirk, then the contentions about things 
indifferent, and many haue been more hote for them, then 
for the hart of religion, becauſe they concerne the face ofthe 
Kirk , and as Eraſmus ſayd in another cauſe , thecrow nes & 
bellies of Kirkmen. Whether our old Paſtor, ornevy prelate 
hath here the greatcſt guiltineſle, will appeareby this litle 
that folloyverh. | |. - 
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HE PASTOR, ever feareth defection., and til 
_ urgeth Reformation, rill eyery thing be done in the 
houſe of God, according to the will of God, He ac- 
counreth the conſtitution of a Kirk , thar is bur indif- 
ferent good , or midway berwixt idolatrie and Re- 
formation, to be bur like the lukewarmneſle of Laodicea, 

The PRELATE pleaſeth himſelfe im thu, that there be many 
Kirks in worſe caſe, refteth in hy indifferencie , and lukewarmneſie , and 
rather inclyneth downward to further defe&tion,then aymeth at any higher 
Reformation , like the Prieſts of Samaria ,. that were al ſo earnest a- 
gainſt the true worship at Teruſalem,as they were againſt Baal and hu ido-= 
latrie. | 

2, The PASTOR looketh not to the world bur to Reli- 
Lion in matters of Religion, and therefore thinkerh nor that in- 
different in Religion, which bringeth good or eyill ſpirituall up- 
on the Kirk, and the ſoules of the people, albeir in their worldly 
eſtare 1immedaately it doe them neyther good nor evill, _ 

The PRELATE efteemeth many things indifferent in Religion , 
becauſe they neyther bring good nor evill to hi worldly eſtate, albeit rhey do 
good or evill to the Kirk,, and to the ſoules of the people, and looketh more 
to the world then to religion in matters of religion. 

3. The PASTOR acknowledgeth three degrees.of mat- 
ters of fayth, ſome to be of the foundation and. firſt prin- 
Ciples of the doctrine of fayth, ſome tro. be neare the "eng 

dation, as the concluſions clearly following upon the former, 
and the third to- be of all orher matters warranted by the 
word, and. what is of this third, ranck, were ir neyer fo 
farre from the foundation, and never ſo ſmall in our eyes, not 
ro be a marrer indifferent, but to binde the conſcience,and to be 
a matter of fayrth, | - | 

The PRELATE profeſieth. the firſt and ſecond to be matters of 
fayth;but when he cometh to the.third he eſteemeth the to be no matters of 
fayth, but indifferent and wondereth that a wiſeman should be ſo preciſe 
and puritanicall, as to ſtand upon matters that are not fundamental , but 
indifferent. For ſo he diftinguztsheth ; making every thing eyther fundg= 
mentall or indifferent. X | | 

4. The PAST, comparing the worship of God under the goſ- 
pell with the worship vader the law, findeth that the commande- 
-ment Deu. 12, 32, Every word that I command you, that ye Shall obſerue 
to doe,thou shalt not add unto it,neyther shall ye deminish from it , doeth 

equally concerne both.” That the mynd "of man permitted to it ſelfe 
would proue as vayne and foolich nnder the Goſpel , as under the law, 
and that Teſus Chrift was faythfull as a Moe all the houſe of pak 

. ous 


The paſtor refteth 
not inthe eſtate of 7 
a Kirk, thatisin- 7 
differentgood, bur = 
would be at fur- 
ther Reformation: 3 
the prelate incly-. Z 
neth to defection, 


The vaſt. thinketh 
not twat indifferct 
which doth good 
or evil to the peo» 
ples ſoules:the pre 
late accounteth 
that indifferent, - 
which. doeth net- 
ther good nar evil 
to his worldly e- 
ſtate; 


The paſt, rhinketh 
nothing indiftercr 
that is warranted 
by the word : the 
prelateeverything - 
that is not funda= © 
mentall. 


Thepaſtor findeth _ 
the aireftion for 7 
ceremonies |1o be _- 
as perfeQ; '\under 
the goſpel , as it "3 
was under the law _ 2 
bur the prelate ad» 2 
deth unto it,as if it *. - 
wereanperiect, _  - 
|”. 5 
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aboue Moſes who was but a darn therefore albeit the ceremo- 
nial obſeryarions under rhe Law were many, which was the bur- 
den of the Kirk under the oldTeftament, and ours be few, which 
15 our benefit, yet the determination from God in all the matters 
'of his worship he finderh ro be all particular, rhe direction of all 
_ the parts of our obedience to be as clearc ro us-, that now live . 
under the Goſpel, as it was to rhem thar iyed under rhe Lay, 
The P REL. as if eyther it were lawfull now to adde to the word, or 
mans minde were itt a better frame , or the Sonne of God were not ſo 
faythfull as Moſes the ſervant , or as if direftzon in few ceremonies coutd . 
not be as plaine.as in many , would bring into the Kirk a new ceremonial! 
law, made up of tranſlations of divine worshap, of 1mitations of falſe wor- 
Ship, and of inventions of willworship, to ſuceede to the abolished ceremo- 
nies under the Law, which he interpreteth tb be the libertie and power of 
the Chriſtian Kirk in matters indifferent,aboue the Kirk of the old teſta= 
ment: but is indeede the greate doore , whereby himſelfe &5 others,ſtrange 
office-bearers, whereby dayes, altars, veſttires, croſie,kneeling,and all that 
: Romish rable hs shaddow, haue entred into the Kirk of Chriſt, and which 
Ye. will never be shut againe till himſelfe be shut out , who while he s within 
AG. . , hboldethit wide open... | 
7 3 TORO 5. The PAST OR giveth no power to the Kirk ro appoinr 
1 »appoint= - ; & bo : 
© eh vo newthing Other things in/the worship of God, th& are appointed already by 
& © the worship of Chriſt rhe onely Lawgiver of his Kirk , but ro ſer downe canons 
G0d:bur the prel. 4nd conſtitutions abour things before appointed , and to diſpoſe 
iSa new lawglver, ; O ; ; 
| the circumſtances of order & decencie, that are equally necei{a- 
rie in civill and religious actions, and therefore reſolverh firſt , 
thar nothing poſitine , or that flowerh meerely from 1nſtirurion , - 
can be inditferent, or can be appointed by the Kirk, Secondly, 
that reaſon may be giuen from Chriſtian prudence , why things 
are appoinred by the Kirk thus and no other waies. And ied. 
ly, that the conſtitutions of theKirk abour things indifferent can 
not be univerſall for all times and Kirks, and therefore can nor 
be concluded upon any morall or unalterable ground , which 
made the ancients to obſerue , thar albeir Chrifts coate had no 
feame, yer the Kirks veſture was of diyers colours, and that uni- 
rie is one thing, and uniformitic anorher, . WS 
The PRELATE. as anew Lawgiver will appoint new rites, and 
2myſticall ſignes in the Kirk, that depend upon meere inſtitution , and are 
not concluded upon any reaſon of Chriſtian prudence for ſuch a time and. 
place, but upon grounds unchangable , and therefore obliging at all times 
and places,as.is evident by the reaſon that he bringeth for ſeſtroall dayes, 
| - kneeling in the ſaorament Ec. 
The paſtor is fofr _6. The PASTOR difſtinguisherh berwixt the nature and 
limiced , that he uſe of things indifferent, and confefſerh with all the learned,rhar 
© | i | | albcir 
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actions 1n particular ( ar leaſt ſuch as proceede of deliberation 


albeit many actions be in their nature indifferent, yer-that all our Opn; oo 
ro 1 met F -x" 8 
2 s > ferent: burrhgpre -— 
which 1s the exception. of ſome of the Schoolmen ) are eyrher 1a 


accounteth 


ood or eyill, and nor one of them all indifferent in matters moſt that to be preciſe= 


indifferent, which obligeth him to ſeeke a warrant from God, for ** *puriranilme 


that which he doeth , that he may doe it in fayrh , to walke cir=- 
cumſpectly,to rake heede to his words, geſtures, &c, and ro do- 
all char he doerh to the glorie of God, 

The P REL. abhorreth ths dottrine as the foundgtion of Puritaniſme, 
the reſtraint of his licentzouſnes , and the ruine of h8 monarchie,&5 there= 
fore to the contrarie ſinneth with a bold conſcience, and maketh the people 


zo finne, ſome with erring, ſome with doubting , and ſome with a contra- 
dicting conſcience. 


7, The PASTIO R giyerth care to the H.Ghoſt , charging Thepaſtor feareth 


that we pur no occafion to fall , nor ſtumbling . block before our 5, ofiencein | 


p s k _— things indifferent; | 
brethren, (for thar 1s to deſtroy him for whom Chriſt dycd) c6= but the prelare is | 


manding the ſtrong to beare with the infirmities of the weake , bold and ſcanda- | 


and not to pleaſe themſelues with the neglect of their brethren , 9 


and threatning woe'ts them, by whom offences come , againſt 
which no authoritie of man can ſtand , becauſe it can neyrher 
- make ſcandall nor to be , nor not to be ſinne , nor nor to be his 
ſinne that giyerh the ſcandall, 1a 
The PRELATE ſtopping hu ere agamſt the commandement 

charge and threatning of the H.Gho#t, whether he intend to giue ſcandall 
or not by his manifold abuſe of things indifferent,and eſpecially by recein»in 
into the Kith agame things talled indifferent , which for their great ns. 
were abolished,giveth offence to all ſorts: as the boldnes and increaſe of pa= 
piſts, the contempt and mocking of-the profane , the ſuperſtition and per= 
plexitie of the ſimple, aud the grief and croſſes of the godly doe declare, a- 
gainſt which he never had any excuſe, but the pretext of authoritie, 


| The Prelates objection. 


THEPRELATE will fill obje&, that ye were more wiſe to quit Obje&. None bat 
the name of conſcience in matters ſo indifferent , as the controverted pariemncy ON 
articles, and others of that ſorte be; then ſtill to talke of conſcience, conſci= <5. 


ence,and that ye are,but a part of puritanes , that are ſo preciſe and ſingu= 
lar beyond your neighhouts in matters indifferent. 
The Paſtors anſwer. 


T HE prelate perſwading ro put away confcience., is not.utt- 
like the foxe , who through his evill 


his raile, would haue perſwaded all his neighbours to parte with (5 


theirs, as an uncomely and unprofitable burthen, rhar all being; 
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different. 


Svdine havinetooſed: Anf. Ditingaidhs 
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like himſelf, his deformirie RIEE. nn more appeare, A good con= 
ſcience would pleaſe God in all things in ſubſtance and ce- 
remonie, but with due proportion, Ir firſt and moſt ftanderh ar 
Camels, .and yet next it ftrainerth gnars,. when rhe light of 
Gods rrueth makes them diſcernable, When hecallerh us pre- 
cifians , he is quite miſtaken : for he thar is ſo ſelfe preciſe , 
thar he will rather part with the puritie of Gods worship, and a 
ood peece of the trueth too, then want a complement of his 
Lordly dignitie ,. or peece of his worldly commodirie, or diſch 
of his delicacie , and nor he thar is ſo preciſe in the marters of 
Gods worship (wherein he hath no power to be liberal) rhar he 
will forſake all to follow Chriſt', he and no other is the righr 
precifian, He calleth our paſtors and our profeſſors Puritanes , 
and conſequently Hereticks , bur blefled be God, can not 
name their herefia : They are ſtill in profeflion thar which he 
was not long fince, when he was farther from Herehe then he 
-1s now, This calumnie conſtreyneth us to diftinguish berwixt 
two ſorts of Puritanes ; the one is the old herericall Puritane , 
who from the author of his ſect, was called Novatian , and from 


his herclie., Catharift, or Puritane ; ſuch a one our paſtos 1s 
not: for | | 


. The Puritane denyed the baptiſme of infants. 

The Paſtor waiteth on bapriſme, as a ſpeciall parte of his 

calling, which the Prelare doeth nor, | 
. The Puritanes had their owne Prelates and liked of prelacie. 

The Paſtor in this is no Puritane , but the prelate rhe 

Puritane, | 
. The Puritane condemned ſecond mariage as unlawfull. 

The Paſtor mainteyneth the honour of mariage againſt 
the Purtitane , the Papiſt, and the Prelats manifold 
matrimoniall wanrelbions 

The Puritane denyed reconciliation in ſome caſes to peni-= 
tents. ; | 

The Paſtor would be glad ro ſee the Prelates repen- 
rance , notwithſtanding his greate defections , and 
thar 1n the time of peace, withour the leaſt efſaye 


of perſecution ; and therefore our Paſtor is not a Pu- 
ritane, 0046s 


The orher forte 1s the new nicknamed Puritane in our times, 
wherein the Papiſt calleth ir Puritaniſme , ro oppoſe the Ro- 


man Hoierarchie, The Arminian accounteth ir Puritaniſme , to 
defende Gods free grace againſt mans free-will, The Forma- 


liſt 


Civilian , not to ſerue the rime,. and the Prophane thinkerh 
ir eſſenriall ro the Purirane ro walke precieſly , and not to be 
profane , and ſo effentiall is it indeede, thar if alt were profane 
there would be no puritane ; for the | 
are oppoſed, He then is the new Paricane that ſtandeth for 
Chritt againſt Antichriſt, rhar defendeth Gods free grace againſt 
mans free will , *thar would haue everie'thing done in the houſe 
of God according ro the will of God ( which is his greateſt he- 
relie) that ſeeketh after rhe power of religion in his heart (and 


this 1s his 1ntollerable ſingularitie) and that ſtands at the ſtaffes * 


ende againſt the finnes of rhe time ( and this is his pride and 
melancholie.) afrer this way that the world calleth hereſie ſer- 
veth he the God of his Fathers, who haue all beene Puritanes 
of this ſtampe fince the beginning, Abel , who was hared 
for his holynes : Enoch , that walked with God : Noah , thar 
was a perfect man in his generations ; Heber , that made 
Peleg his name a teſtimome, thar he was free of the build- 
ing of Babel : Moſes, that ſtoode upon an hooue : Mordecay 
thar would nor bowe his knee ; Daniel, that would not hold 
his window shutte : Eleazar , that would nor cate oue morſell, 
Paul that would not diſpence with one houre ,. nor with an ap- 
Eph of an evill; Marcus Arethuſfas, that would not redeeme 
us life with the giving of an halfpenny to idolatrie : Caius Sul- 
pitius , who was eſteemed ever by the Pagans a good man , bur 
that he was a Chrittian, &c, were they living ar this rime, 
they would not eſcape this cenſure, and would be accounted 
good men, if they were nor Puritanes, The Widow of Sa- 
repta, who enterteyned Eliah , the Shunamute the hoſt of Elt- 
Shah , Annah who for multiplying tro pray , and povvring out 
her heart before God was rashly nflired ro be a daughter of 
Beliall: Annah the widow, that ſerved God with faſting and 
prayer night and day, and ſpake of Chriſt: 'The godly wo- 
men that waited on Chriſt , miniftred unto him of their ſub- 
ſtance, and rold the Apoſtles of his refurre&ion : Lydia , 
that conſtreyned the Apoſtles to abide with her : Lois and 
Eunice , that had: a care, thar their children shoulde haue 
grace : The elect Ladie, the famous. Hildgardis , who li- 
ved in the 12 Centurie : Mechthildes , Elizaberh the Ger- 
mane : and many moe, who cenſured the corruptions of the 
Kirk , and eſpecially of the Prelates of thoſe times, and 
propheſied of the Reformation , which they longed to ſee, were. 
they now living would be cenſured, for holy fiſters , and doting 
Puriranes,and that the rock and _— had been fitter for __ 
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rofane and the puritane 
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Can any man or woman. be Ge. with the filthy conyerſation of 
the wicked 2 Per, 2. be ſtirred up in ſpirit againſt Idolatrie, Act, 
17. be hor in religion,Revel. 3. teryent 1n ſpirit, Rom. 12. walk 

reciſely, Eph, 5. feare an oath , make the Sabbarh his delighr , 

ſa.58. loue the brotherhood x Pet.2. Take the kingdome of 
God by violence, Matrh., 1 1. and keepe a good conſcience in all 
things A&.24.and nor be made the drunkards ſong,the byword 
of the people, and mocked for a Puritane, Ir was the ſaying of 
Perrach. Simplicitie carrieth the name of foolishnes , malice the name of 
wiſdome, and good men are ſo mocked, that almo# none can be found to be 
azocked. .. 
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THE FOURTH PART; 


i 


The Paſtor & Prelate compared 
by the Reformation, and proceedings 
of our owne Kirk. 


F&), $ no farilie or civill ſocierie, vyyhere the fun- 
, damenrall lawes are negle&ed, ind the luſt of 
}, the flesh, the luſt oftheeyes, andthe pride of - 
© life arefollowed, can continew long, except 
it bereformed. Euen ſo the Kirk of God, 
--* through the miſcegard of the lavves of God 8 
lireftion of Scripture, and through the ambition and cove- 
ouſnes of Kirkmen did fall avvay ſo farre from the firſt inte- 
ritie, that there vvas a neceſlitic of Reformation, & nothing 

| more certainly looked for, and more plainly forcrold a long 
* How Reformation time before any of our reformers, or Luther himſclfe c: me. in' 
J _—  theworld. This reformation that could no longer be de- 
6-8 layed vvas often urged, but neverlikely ro be obteyned ina 
genera | Counlcll, nor yyith conſcentofthe Clergie & Cooft 
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| | | | 39 | | | 
of Rome, to vvhom Reformation yyas a cettaine ruine. 


And rherefore in ſeverall kingdomes, countries and ſtates of 
the chriſtian vvorld, it vyas yyonderfully yyrought by the 
Lords mighty povver in his vveake ſervants. Such vvere a- 
mong{t orhers Baldus of Franco, Hus of Bohem, Jerome of 
Prage, Luther of of Germanie, Wickleife of England, and 
our Knox of Scotland, Whereuponir came to paſſe, thar 
alrhough one part ofChriſtendome knewe not what ano- 
ther wasdoing, yet they allagreed (as maybe ſecne in the 
Harmonie of Confcſlions published to the vvorld) in the 
moſt eſlentiall and tundamentall matters of fayth :: becauſe 
the Lord vvas maiſter ofthat vvorke ; b.it hadalſo their own 
differences and degrees of Reformation, becauſe men yyere 
the inſtruments, and they yvere not Angels, but men that 
v vere to be yvrought upon. For vyhoſe divers diſpoſitions in 
ſundry nations there bchooved ro be divers diſadyantageso 
the vvuork. Wearenotriged cenſurers of other Reformed 
Kirks,norare vve Separartitts from them: but this vyethinke 
that a tyvofold duetielyeth upon us, and them all, vyhatſo- 
ever be the meaſure of Ref. cmation : Oneis (albeir there be 
ever ſome Catholick moderators, that yvill be Tryſters be- 
rvvixte us and Rome, andthinke toagree Chriſt and Anti- 
chriſt) that vve all vvith one heart prayſe God for ſeparating 
us from Sodome, reſolving never to returne againe , yvhere 
there be ſo many hereſies, both againſt the common princi- 
ples and particular articles of faych, ſo manifold idolarrie 


both againlt the firſt and ſecond commandement,ſo proude 


a Hierarchie as can neyther ſtande vvith the ſpirituall King- 


dome of Chriſt, nor the civillKingdomes of Princes , and: 


ſo bloudy a tyranny againſt all yyho refuſe to belieue theire 
hereſies, to practiſe their idolatrie, and to beſlavish to their 
hicrarchie. Returning to any point oftheit profeſſion is an 


approbaris- of their crueltie againſt them thar haue denied it.. 


And vvhofoever approue their vyorship , they bringe npon: 
themſelues the bloud of ſo many Sainds, and faythfull mar- 


ryrs of Chriſt, vvho haue teſtified the vyord of God, & haue: 
vyashed their Robes in the bloud of the Lambe. The other 
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A trofold duetie 
of the reformed: 
Kirks. f 
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duerie ke albeitthere be ever ſomeadiaphoriſts,vvho for 
their ovyne particular make many things, and shevye moe 
_ thingsto be indifferent in the vyorship of God, that under 
this pretext they may bring them back , that haue been ad- 
vanced before themin the worke of Reformation: that we 
The Reformation All praiſe God vvith one heart for the meaſure thar everie one 
of our kar. hath atreyned unto , and they thatare bekinde in reformati- 
on, Whatſoever their outyvard (plendor be, enyye not them 
vvo haucrunne before, or ſtudie ro dravy them back to their 
degree, leaſt both returne ro Rome: but that all againſt all 
impediments preſle forvvard to furtherperfeCtion , ever re- 
forming ſomeyvhat according to the patterne,there being no 
ſtaying neither for the Chriſtian nor for the Kirk. The Kirk 
of Scotland hathlitle cauſe to be pleaſed vvith herſelfe, vvhe 
She looketh upon her late ſuddain and shametull defeftion , 
| butgreare and ſingular cauſeto praiſe God, yyhen she look- 
eth to his gracious diſpenſation. For as $. otland, albeit far 
from ITeruſalem, yyas one of the firſt nations,that the lightof 
the Goſpel shyned on, vvhen itappeared to the Gentils,and 
oneof the laſt that keptthe light, vvhen the shadovves of the 
hilles of Rome began ro darken the earth. So vyhen the ſun 
came aboute againe atthe Reformation, ifthis bleſſed light 
Shyned firſt ups others,allthat had eyes to ſee both at home 
and abroade, haue ſcene and fayd, that itshyned faireſt ups 
us, Divine providence delighting to ſupply the defeCt of na- 
ture vvith aboundance of grace, and to make this backſide 
of the.carth, lying behind he viſible ſunne, by the cleare and 
comforting beames of the Suune of righteouſnes, ro be the 
ſunnie.ſide of the Chriſtian vyorld, vyhereof theſe follovy- 
ing teſtimonies are ſufficient proofe, 


One of M. George Wishart martyr: _. 
Thi Realme 5hall be illuminated With the light of Chriſts 
goſpel, as clearly as ever Was Realmeſince the dayes of the 
«©Apoſtles. The bouſe of God shall be builded in it ; yeait 
Shall not lack.( p06” mug the enemie imagin tothe contra- 
rie) the very top-ſtone; the glorie of God hall evidently 
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ryumph in deſpight of Sathan. 
But alas, if the people shall be after un hamefll, then 
fearefull and terrible shall the plagues be that after shal 


folloW. Hift, of the Kirk of Scotland pag, xo$, 


| a Marni eff hocDei minis. 
Anotherof Beza, "Iy 


quod una & religionem pit» 
ram , & tuFtinw , doctrine : 
a Thu # 4 greate gift of God, that ye haue brought into Scotland %{retinende vinculum me: 


togither pure religion and good order, which i the band to hold faſt har Wap wy wo ue | 
the dottrine:T hartily pray and beſeech for Gods ſake, Hold faſt thoſe retinete,ut uno amiſſo, al- 


two together, ſo that ye may remember , that if the one be lott , the fo diy permanere nd pal ” 
other can not long remaine. So Bishops brought forth poperie , ſo ,,, Ra pak i 
falſe bishops, the relicks of PO bring into the world Epicu- itapſcudvepiſcopos papatus * 
re:ſme : Whoſoever would haue the Kirk ſafe , let them beware of em ns rerris 
, - , iP; "S INVECEUTOS: 1anc pe e718 Cle 
the pet an ſeeing ye hane tymely diſpatched it in Scotland, 7 be= or qu; ſalys racleſſond 
ſeech you, never admitte it againe, albeit it flatter with shew of the cupaon,c qua illa in Sce « - 
preſervation of unitie,which hath deceived many of the beſt of the tis meempore profligara, 
ancients ne quaſorlia ungua admit - 
.  Tas,quantumviu unitati res 
rinende ſpecie, que veteres 


A third ofthe body of Confeſſions of fayth : Wah Some op 5 ng 


blandiatur. Be .epitt.29. 


b Its the rave priviledge of the Kirk, of Scotland before many , jg xfg;uu Feclefie Seota 
7n whach reſpet her name 1 famons euen among ſty s, that a= me Privilegium rarum pre 
boute the ſpace of four and fiftie yeares , without ſchiſme, let be he- mult , in quo etiam ejus L. 

| : api ©" ts of Jofir: nomen apud exteros fuit iN 
reſie, shehath kept and holden faſt unitie with puritie of dottrine. ,,1.pre , qued ciraitetouh” = 
| The greate# helpe of this unirie of the mercic of God , was that nos Jo minus 54 fine 
with the dorine the diſcipline of Chrift and bs Apoſtles , as it 1s ſchiſmate nedum hereſs, 9 
! | ks ant (hd h _ #unitatem cum puritate dg» [4 
preſeribed in the Word of God , was by litle and lztle togerher reſu= G,;,. ſcrvavente nl 2 
med , and according to that diſcipline , ſo neare as might be , the nuerit. Hujus unitaruads  ? 
whole government of the Kirk was diſpoſed. By this meanes all the minicalum ex Dei miſcris, * 2 
of "OW, | budde. ang © 4ia maximum fu; quod © 
ſecedes of Schifſmes and errors, ſo ſoone as they beganne FO DNAAE, UN paulatim cum dotirina.” ©: 
shewe themſelues , in the very breeding and byrth were ſmothered Chriſti & Apoſtoloram || 
and rooted out: The Lord God of hu imfinite goodnes grant un- NI feeut ex vers 
to the-Kings moſt gracious Majeſtie , to all the rulers of the Kirk, Fe Kea $6 
ro the powers that are nnrcers of the Kirk, that according to the proxime fieri potuit , ſe= 1 
. word of God, they may keepe perpetually that unitie and puritie of cundum eam rotumregs- 
dofrine Amen : men Eccleſiasticum , full. 
4 © $ admimitratum. Hac ras 
tine omnia ſchiſmatum, 
arqneerrerum {ming qua 
| | rimum pullulare , aut ſe | 
exerere viſa ſunt , in ipſa quaſi herba_& partu ſunt ſuſſ1cata , & extirpata. tet Dommus Dew proim- _ 
menſa ſua bonitate Regia Majeſtati ſeremſrime » omnibuſque ecclefiarum gubernatoribus,, poteſtatibus es" 
cleſia nutritiis , ut ex Dei verbs illam unitatem  & dottring puritatem perperu conſervent , Amen, Cots 
ps Confoſe filers pag. 6. * 1 E. A+ 4a 
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The fourth is of King James o:rlate Soveraine © © 
C The religion profeſied in thu countrey wherein I was brought up ,, | 
and ever made profeſizon of , and wishes my ſonne ever to continew in the 


'.' Jame, as the onhy trew forme of Gods worship Cc. I doe equally loue and 


_ The diſcipline & 
- gavernmen of he 


Kirk*at the fiſt, 
hegan to be refor- 


. med, and the pre- 


Ize to be caſt out, 


F Books of diſcipl., 


exAn. 1566, 
t FeTato Knox an. 
1957s 


honour the learned and graue men of eyther of theſe opinions,that like bet= 
ter of the ſingle forme of policie in our Kirk, then of the many ceremonies 
in the Kirkof England &c, T exhort my Sonne to be beneficiall to the 
good men of the miniſterie, prayſing God, that there is preſently a ſuffici- 
ent number of good men of them in thu kingdome,(& yet are they all knows 
to be again#t - 4 forme of the Enplish Kirk, 


Baſilic, Doron tothe Reader: He prayſed God, for that he 
vvas borneto be a King in the finceareſt Kirk in the yvyorld, 
&c, Aflemblie anno 1590. The Prelates themſelues and the 
mainteyners of conformitie dare not for shame open their 
mouthes againttthe worke of God in the Reformation, and 
againſt the puritie of their mother Kirk, & therefore would 
haue her to open her mouth intheirdefence of ther Hierar- 
chie and ceremonies, and do wreſt-her authoritie and pro- 
ceedingsto that ſenſe. Ler us then aske of herſelfe , whe- 
ther skee liketh better ofthe Paſtor or of the Prelate. 


EDO GEGE SED? GEDA ELD CES CEL CEL? 


I, : 

HE PASTOR and\men of God at the acceptable 

time of Reformation, as they were moved by the ſpi- 

rit of God, Iaboured to reform, not onely the doctrine 
ſacraments,and whole worship of God , bur alſo rhg, 

diſcipline and whole government of the houſe of God 

by abolishing the'juriſdiction of prelates , and all thar Roman 
ieedenkie: as ts manifeſtd by their acknowledging no other or- 
dinarie and perperuall officebearers inthe Kirk, bur Paſtors, do- 
ctors,Elders,and Deacons : by their petitioning, thar the rents of 
the Prelares, & of rheir-rraine should be converted ro other uſes, 
e By their ſubſcribing the Helverick Confeflion, which cenfurerh 
prelacie for the inveurtion of man, fand by rhe lerters which they 
received trom forraine Kirks,gratularing, , thar _ had rimely 
purged the Kirk of this proude prelacie , thar they had received 
with the doctrine, the diſcipline of Chriſt & his Apoſtles, & wil- 
ling and obteſting them to beware of the peſt of prelacie, as they 

Toved the weale of the Kirk, is 3 

The P RELATE not onely in reſpeFt of his popish er T 
JO 19559 
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ſo in reſpeFt of hu papall and fopal uriſdiftion , tas 

mw rok d | no uno of the rf ge: therefore,albeit he kepe 
ſtill the title,the rent and civill place of the prelate ( which the Kirk.could 
not take from him,and which maketh many to miſtake his deſcent )þs eccle= 
ſiasticall authority was ſo far abolished , that neither were their Succeſiors 
deſigned to ſuch prelates as cotinued obſtinate Papiſts,nor wasEpiſcopal au= 
thoritie continued in their perſons-that were converted, nor were Superin= 
tendents ordeyned to be new prelates:onely ſome of the converted prelates , 
for want of meanes to furnish others, were deſigned to be —_ 
the Kirk,as other ordinarie Paſtors were,but with bad ſucceſſe. For never 
one of them did good to the Kirk. 

2, FhePAS TOR and men of God proceeding in the work 

_ of reformarion, acknowledged no government of theKirk by rhe 

Lordly domination of Prelates , bur by the common conſent and 
authoririe of aſſemblies, which were of four ſorts, Nationall, Pro- 
vinciall, Parishionall, and Presbyreriall, g The lineaments of the 
laſt were drawen ar the firft , when the weekely aſſemblies were 
appointed for exerciſe of diſcipline, and interpretation of Scrip- 
tures, bur were not, nor could not. be accomplished,and war 57 
ly eftablished, till che light was ſpreade, and particular Kirks 
were planted in the ſeyerall quarters and corners of rhe Land, 


% 
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that they might make a number , and conveniently afſemble in 


presbyreriall meetings, | 

The PRELATE rreſtleſie, proceedes whither hy avarice and 
ambition carrie him , and willing in thoſe times rather to be a Titular 
or a h Tulchan ( as he was then named ) then to be no bodie abouc his 
brethren, He taketh upon him the Title Bisbop, with a ſmall parte of the 
rent , permitting the greater parte to my Lord ,, whoſe bishop he was , 
and proudly againe arrogates anthoritie over the Kirk. j 

3. The PAS TO R and men of God learning , not from 
Geneya,, bur from Scripture and dayly experience, that the go- 


verament of Prelares was full of uſurpation , and of all forts of hole Kirk. 


corruption,. whereof many did complaine, z that it had no war- 
rant, and was never like to haue any blefling from God, reſolue 
ar laſt to ſtrike at the roote, & therefore after many diſputations 
in private and publick , conſultations with the greateſt divines 
of other reformed Kirks , and after long and mature delibe- 
ration, the ſecond Booke of Diſcipline, pronuoncang rhe ju- 
riſdiction and office of the Prelate ro be unlawfull , was re- 
ſumed by conſent of the whole Kirk , an ordinance made 
rhar Bishops, betake them to - the charge of one Congrega- 
rion, that they exerciſe no civill Turiſdiction, "The Confel- 
ſion of Fayth ſworne and ſubſcribed , wherein they oblige 
chemſelues ro continew in the doctrine & diſcipline ofthis Kirk. 
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one of the greate 


zoners of ' 
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The paſtor pros 
ceedeth in * this 
point of reform 
tion, and the prel. 
in his avarice and 
ambition. | 
g To theſe the Stt- 
perintendents were + 
ſubjett by an at of 
the aſſembly anna 
I562- 


h Leith 1571. 


At laſt prelacie is . * 
rooted out with - 
conſent of the 


1 Edenburgh 4nne 
I573* 
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7580 The ſame yeere k it was EY im the generall afſemblie, har 
' the office of the Prelate was unlawfull in it ſelfe,and had no war- 
rant in the Word of God, thereafter renued in covenant. | 

The P RELATE and men of that diſpoſition , having in the ende 
nothing to oppone, profeſſed that they a eed in- their conſciences,conſented 
to the Afts of the Kirk,, ſwore and ſubſcribed the Confeſſion of fayth , re- 
newed the covenant with the Kirk., and belped to put on'the coap-Ftone of 
ITrenent. anno the Kirk of God with their owne hands, | Like as the ſame Confeſſion of 
og fayth was ſubſcribed by thoſe that are now in the proudeſt places of prelacie, 

and who haue proved ſince the chiefeft inftruments of all the alterations in 
the Diſcipline and externall worship of God, and ring-leaders in she defe- 
Aion of the Kirk, with what conſciene may be ſcene by their unhoneſt ex- 
cuſes, their poore shifts, and shameleſſe raylings , againf that which they 
= did once ſo much reverence, all to be ſeene, as they are published in-print. 
” The Kicknowre. 4. The PASTOR and men of God defyring to reſtifie 
* formedindodtrine their thankfulnefſe , for fo fingular favour youchſafed upon this 
n pra nens uh Kirk and nation , & to employ the benefire of the diſcipline now 
gainſt al ©: of Cſtablished for the liberrie of the kingdome of Chriſt, and againſt 
finne,, till men of The tyrannie of finne and Sarhan , addreſſed rhemſelues all as one 
== <piſcopall difpofi- man with greare fideliric & courage for the work of God, urged 
* 7 ——— * -» reſfidence-and diligence in minifters,kept with fuccefſe from hea- 

I gaine. my 4 IL) Þ 

LE | ven their publike and foletnne humiliarions , made rhe pulpirs ro 
founde againſt papiſtrie and profaneneſle, & ſet all men on work, 
as they had grace or place, for purging the countrie of all corru- 
4 prions, and defending the Kirk againſt her profeſt enemies, who. 
i S - Never ceaſed by negociaring with the Pope & Spanish King un+ 


d;e.an 


* 
<7 


18 


naturally to labour for their owne and her ruyne, whereof the di- 
vine providence had diſappointed rhem in 88. | 

l The PRELATES authoritie at this time lay deade,and men of that- 
I diſpoſition made no greate Dinne. But the Kirk then ( unlike that which 
She us now) comely as Ternſalem,terrible,as an armie with banners, againſt 

all her enemies did ſtand whole and ſound in unitie and concord of her mi 

niſters, authoritie of her aſſemblies, divme order of her mini#terie , & pu- 

ritie of external worship, with greate power and preſence of the Spirit of 

God in many congregations of the land, till at laſt , forunitie diviſion en- 

-tred into the Kin , prelacie that had ſlepte before, as wakened againe, and 

thu myſterie beginneth to worke of new, neyther by any cauſe offered by the 

paitors of the Kirk at the 17 of December (as the enemie caliummiates) for 

| after long tryall they were founde. faultleſſe, and faythfull by his Maje#ties 

ma Perth.1596. owne teitimonie. Nor yet upon that occaſion', m for the meeting of the 
Kirk for making that charge was indifed before that 17 day. But the 

cauſe was 4 plot eneryocd betbte! for procuring peace to the popish Lords, 
to make warre among#t the miniſterie, and todivide them among? them- 
 felues. For thy effett 55 Problems.were framed”;"tocall the eſtablished 
| | | diſcipline 
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KA ay of the Kirk im , and 
made 
pich prelates. And the Schifme of our Kerk ſe 
at that time, not upon their parte who ſtan 
of the Prelates diſpoſition, that s, of flattermg and worldly mynded Mini- 
ſters, who gaue other anſivers to thirteene of the fiftre frue articles concer- 
ning the government of the Kirk , then therr worthy brethren defired : So 
that, if the cauſe or occaſion maketh the Schiſmarick,, the Prelate i the 
Schifmarich and not the Paſtor. | 
5. The PAS TOR and menof God as they had been dili- 
gent to eſtablish rhe government of the Kirk, according to the 
will of Chrift, and after ir was by the bleffing of God eftablished 
. were fayrthfull in uſing it for the honour of God, and good of the 
Kirk : ſo now, when -1t beganne crafrily ro be called 1n queſtion, 
were carefull, according to their office and oarh , ro ſtand to the 
defence thereof, borh againſt profeſſed encmies, and againſt rhe 
Schiſme begunne by their owne brethren : albeit they could nor 
at the firſt haue beene perſiyaded, thar rheir brethren would ever 
ſo foully forget rhemfelues , as againſt their greate oarh in the 
hight of God and the world , to take upon them the dominion of 
Prelates, and for their owne back and belly ro trouble the Kirk , 
and marre all the worship of God as they haue done, 
The P RELATE through. the Schiſme at that time begunne by him= 
ſelfe, ſavouring the ſweetneſs e of wealth and honour, forgetteth has oath,ba 
office and all, followeth reedily upon the Sent, and clymbeth craftily by de= 
grees, and betime to the heigth that he could not advance himſelfe to at 
onee. n Firit with much - 4 and many proteſtations, that he meaned 
nothing againſt the diſcipline eſtablished, but deſires to vindicate the Mi- 
niſterie from povertie and contempt, gets libertie for to vote in parhament 
for the Kirk, but with ſuch caveats, as would haue kept him from his pre- 
ſent prelacie, if he had kept them as he was obliged, Oo Secondly, fine yeres 
thereafter he was made conſtant moderator,& that of the presbyterie onely 
where he was reſident, and not of the Synods , upon as faire precepts , and 


with the like proteſtations and cautions. p Thirdly , being Lord of Par- 


lament, Lord of Councell, patrone of beneficens, Modifier of Miniſters 
ſtipends , he was armed alſo with the power of the High commiſiion , and 

having two ſwords might doe againſt the Kirk what he pleaſed. q There- 
after incontinent he uſurped the power of ordination and juriſdiction. 

r And at laſt, albeit without conſent or knowledge of the Kirk of Scotland 

wente and reſumed conſecration in England, and ſince that time hath ta- 
ken upon him, and hath exerciſed the plenarie power and office of a bishop 


n the Kirk., no leſſe, then if the aiemblie of this Kirk, had: choſen him to- 


the name and office of a Bishop, which as yet they haue never done,the moſt 
corrupt of their owne aſtemblies granting oneipche negatine power 
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70 2, at one and the ſame time way was 

for reconciliation of the Popish Lords, and for reftitution of the po= \ 
well compatted before,began © 

e for the diſcipline,but by fome- 


PAn. 1610 Feby, 


of ordt- 


nation! 


The paſtor tideth 
to the reformation 
againſtEpiſcopalit 
which the Prelas 
attaineth unto, 
laſt by many 
grees , and much 
working. 


n Dundee” anng' * © 
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 Theway ofthe 
Paſtors reformati- 
Don and the prelates 
defection very co- 


dE mary. 
* 


cp "OOF nn" POT?!" 
nation and Turiſaition to them, who were never called Bizhops by any 
warrant from the Kirk,, but onely in the vulgar ſpeach , fro the titles they 
had to benefices , in which reſpe& civill perſons beneficed were called Bi- 
shops mm former times. | | 

6. The PASTOR and men of God ſeeking neither profir 
nor preferment to themſelues, expelled the Prelare & all his Ce- 
remonies out of the Kirk of Chrift by no other meanes , bur ſuch 
as became the faythfull Miniſters of Ieſus Chriſt , as Foprs, 4 
praying, penning, adviſing with the beſt reformed Kirks, reaſo- 
ning in aſſemblies , and after liberrtie granted to all ro oppone,, 
the conſente, oath and ſubſcription of the Adyerſaries, 

The PRELATE ſeeking nothing but hi owne profit aud prefer-" 
ment, 1s reftored againe by ſuch meanes , as better beſeeme his Miniſters , 


, who hath beene a murtherer and lar from the beginning , then the ſincere 


Minifters of Teſus Chriſt: For crafte and cruel[tie hath been their wayes, 


' Their craft was to remoue their ſtrongeſt opponents out of the Countrie , 


7 2 paſt. beareth 


| wirncsagai the 
- ſeverall 


grees of 


| b: defection, and fea- 


i 


F. the *worship 


- reth a change in 
God ,” which the 

. emereth-up6 

as the po 


-.- vernment is alter- 


I ed,and he come to 


his power. 
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that they might not be preſent im aſſemblies, to eſpye their proceedings, and 
to reaſon againſt them, to abolish the true libertie and authoritie of aſſem- 
blies, to proteſt that they were ſeeking no prelacie , neyther of the Popish 
mor Englich kinde, ar that they had no purpoſe to ſubverte the Discipline 
received, but to delrver the Kirk from disgrace,and to be the more mightie 
to oppoſe her enemies, Teſuites and Papiſts,,to falſifie the afts of the Kirk, 
to promiſe to keepe all the cautions and conditions , made to hold them in 
order, which now they profeſſe,they never minded to doe,E5c, Their cruel 
ty hath beene to boaſt,to banish,impriſon, depriue,confine , ſilence,E9c. 

7, The PASTOR and men of God all this time of defe- 
Ction gaue reſtimonie to the trueth , one againſt the ſeverall 
ſteppes of the prelates ambition , by all.the meanes thar. became 
him to ule, as publick preaching , ſhooeating, reaſoning , pro- 


n teſting, and ſuffring , and when the prelate was triumphing in 


the heigrh of his dignitie , rhey could not , comparing 'the firſt 
temple with the ſecond, but declare the griefe of their hearrs for 
the change, and their greare feare of alteration ro be made in the- 
worship of God, when now rhe hedge ofthe Kirk was broken 
downe,and an open way made for all corruption, 

The PRELATE » of the Clergie, that {oldomes 1s ſeene penitent , 
and therefore as againſt all the meanes uſed by the Paſtor , he had altered 
the government of the Kirk,, ſo he enters next upon the worship & Ser= 
vice of God , \ and will haue a new confeſſion of Fayth, new Catechiſme, 


, new formes of prayer, new obſervation of dayes, new Formes of miniſtra- 


tion of the Sacraments, which he fir#t praftized himſelfe , againſt the atts 
and order of the Kirk, t And ſince convened an aſſembly of hu -owne 
making to draive on the praftize of others. v And thirdly he hath invol- 
ved the honorable eſtates of the Kingdome into hy greare guiltineſie by 


their 
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their ratification in pirainent while 
into thy Kirk and countrey. 

8. The PASTOR and men of God confidering , what the 
Kirk was before, and whar it is now, what the reformation was . 
and what conformitie is , what the proceedings of the one and 
of the orher haue beene, ſeerh Religion wearing away , pityeth 
rhe young ones, that never. haue ſeene better rimes , laments 
ever the mulrtirude , that can nor ſee the evils of the preſent, and 
reſolyerh tor himſelfe to hold conftant to the ende againſtPapiſts, 
prelares, Arminians, and whatſoeyer can ariſe , ro waite with 
patience , whar the Lord will doe for his people , and when he 
1s gone to leaue a reſtimonie behinde him of the rwofold miſerie 
of impierie and iniquitie, that he hath ſeene in this land, 


The P RELAT E hath forgotten what himſelfe and the 


' kirk, was once , he hath wrought a greater defe&ion.in thu kirk, in the 
shorte tyme of hs Episcepacie , then was in the primitiue kirk for ſome 
hundreths of yeares , and 1s ſo farre yet blinded with the loue of hu place 
in the world, that he maketh hs worldly credite the Canon , and his prela- 
cie the touchſtone of the tryall of all Religion. The Pope shall no more be 
Antichriſt, Papiſtrie may be borne with , Arminianisme may be brought 
in , becauſe they can keepe company with Prelacie. The Reformation is 
Puritanisme , preciseneſſe , Separation and intolerable , becauſe it can 
not cohabitate with prelacie. The Gods of the Nations were ſociall , and 
could liue togither , but the God of Iſrael x a jealous God. 


_ ThePrelates objection. 


DP HE PRELATE will objeft , that albeit he can neither juftifie 
T all his owne proceedings of late, nor yours of old,as all men haue their 
Hwne infirmities , yet that ye doe him wronge by your deduttion, in con- 
Foundmg times that would be diftinguished : Because from the Reforma= 
tion to the comming of ſome Scollars from Geneva with presbyterall disct= 

- pline , this kirk was ruled by prelates , and the Superintendents in the be- 
ginning were the ſame in ſubance, that the prelates are now. 


The Paſtors anſwer: 


LL men haue their owne- infirmirties , but good'. men arc 

'& not preſumpteouſly bold for the loue of the world , to hold 
on in a courſe of defection againſt ſo many obligations fr6-them- 
ſclues, and ſo many warnings fr6 good men, Infirmitie one thing 
and preſumption another, The: paſtors of the Kirk of Sootang 
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h hath brought an inundation of evils 
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had begunne to roore our bichoprie , and ro condemne it in their © 
aſſemblies , before theſe Scollers came from Geneve : bur never 
* condemned bur allowed the charge of Superinrendents, appoin- 
| - ted foratimein the beginnings of the Kirk, rhe one and the 0- 
Anſw. Shewing ther being differentin ſubſtance : For . | 
particularly , that x The Superintendent according to the Canon of the Kirk was 
+ wah 13% tang admitted as an other Miniſter, withour conſecration af any 
preſates. © bishop, 
The Prelate s chosen for fashion by Deane and Chapter, without any 
Canon of the Kirk, & with solemne consecration of the Metropo= 
litane and their bishops. | 
2, The Superintendent appropriated fiot the power of ordina- 
tion and juriſdiction, bur both remayned common t9 other 
miniſters, | 
The Prelate hath taken to himselfe the power , to ordeyne and depose 
Miniſters,and to decree excommunication. 
3. The Superintendents made not a Hierarchic of Archſuperin= 
rendents and others inferior, ſome generall, and ſome pro- 
vinciall, ſome Primates and ſome Suffraganes, ſome Arch- 
deanes,and ſome Deanes-&c, - | 
The Prelates hauc ſet up a Hierarchie of all theſe. | 
4. The Suderintendent was ſubject ro the cenſure nor onely of 
. the nationall, bur of the provinciall Kirk, where he ſuperin- 
rended | 
The Prelate i ſubje& to no cenſure, hut may dor what , and may goe 
whither he wall, and no man aske him, why he hath done ſo. 
F. The Superintendents charge was meerely ecclefiaſticall, and 
more 1n preaching then in government, ILSS 
The Prelate 1 more in ruling then in preaching, more in the world 
then in the Kirk. | 
6. The Sup.acknowledged his charge to be but reniporarie , & 
ofre defired to lay 1t downe betore the general afſembly, 
- The Prel.thinketh hz office to be perpetuall, by reaſon & wvertue of his 
conſecration. | 
- 7. The Sup. had nogreater power the the commiſſioners of pro- 
vinces, & in reſpect of his ſaperirſtedencie was rather a c0- 
miflioner ofthe Kirk, then an officebearer eſſentially diffe- 
rent from the paſtor, | 
The prel. neyther hath received commiſiion from the Kirk , nor mea- 
neth to render a reckoning to them,nor account of himſelfe*, as of a 
commiſſioner, but chinkseh hrs office eſientiall diverse fromthe office 
of the paſtor,as the paſtors office is from the deacons. The pope may 
as well ſay that the Enangeliſis were popes, as the prelate, that the 
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The Paſtor & Prelate compared 


by the weale of the Kirk. and the 
| peoples ſoules. 
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THE FIFTH PART. 


@e The good eſtate 


HE faeftie and good of the State vvas th 
maine ende of Roman policie, and the fun- 

damentall layv, by vvhich that people ſqua- 
NV, red all their other layves, according to their 
vvne Maxime: 4 Let the ſafety of the people be 
The Kirk of Jeſus 
rer reaſon to think,that the ſafety. of the Kirk 
Should be the rule and end. of all Eccleſiaſticall policie , al- 
thoughthe forme ofexternall Worship and of the govern- 
ment of the houſe of God were nor preſcribed by the Lord 
himſelfe in his Word, but left arbitrarie to men to be fra- 
med by their Canons andConftitutions,yerthis muſt be hol- 
den as infallible, Thar it is the beſt forme of government 


the ſouveraigne lavy. 


Chriſt hath ber 


of theKirkthe end” ; : : 
of Kirk policie. _ 


a' Salus populs ſu- 0 


prema lex. everſa 0 
domo, interdum res. © 
publice ſtatus ma- _* 


nereporeſt : urbe' 


Tuna, penates ome 


nes [ecu fri gs © 


neceſſe'eſt. Valet. 
max. l.y.c.6. 
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Vyhich by reaſon and experience is found to be beſt forthe. 


vveale and ſafery, of the Kirk, Unto this generall borh Pre- 
late and Paſtor vvill yvithout queſtion condeſcend: bur they 
differ in re particular, whatthis is, vyherein the good and 


weale of the Kirk: doeth conſiſt : For the Prelare places the . 


weale of the Kirk in her outyvard peace and proſperitic, 6 
thinketh the Kirk vvell conſtituted, and in good calc, 


yvhen she florigherh' in we and vyarldly digni 


5 _ 4 


> Theprelate abu. 
> feth the people 
” three waies in de- 
” termining what is 
” thegoodeſtate of 
* theKirk, 


O - WAS} . 
Bur herein he abuſeth rhe chriſtian World three wayes, 
Firit, that he meaſures and determines the good eſtate of the 
Kirkby her outvvard face, and not by her invyard grace, by 
the healch of her bodye rather then of her ſoule, by thar 
whichis accidentall to rhe Kirk , and Which she may ey- 
ther haue or yvanre, and yet continue a-true Kirk , andnor 
by chat vvhi his eſſenrialland proper tothe very nature and 
being of a Kirk. Secondly , that he judgeth thar ro be the 
yveale of the Kirk, vvhich hath many times proved her - 
vvrack, beingabuſed, as commonly it hath happened : He 
raketh poyſon for apreſeryatiue, and (urfertof peaceand pro- 
{perity,exceſle of vycalthand vvorldly honours, vvhich are _ 
her deadly diſeaſe, ro be herhealth & beſt conſtitution. Too: 
large beſtovving of riches and preferments upon the mini- 
ers of the Kirk, bred thar contagion vvirhi 1 her bovvels, 
vvhich turnedalmoſt to herdeath in the ende: for thereby 
defeCtion grevv by degrees, tillar 1 t under the Man of finn 
ir cameto the heigth. Thirdtiy, that he meaſures the good 


. eſtare of the Kirk by kimſelfe , and thereſt of the members 


of that Hierarchicall bodye; as though ir vyent yvell vvith 
the vvhole Kirk, vyhen Bichops ſtand and reigne , like the 
Kings of the nations, and as though the miniſtery vvere ſut- 


© ficiently vindicated from. poverty and contempr, . vvhen 


rvyclueorthirtcenc ofthe numberare clymed up like apesto 
the higheſt places, that vvith,their evill favoured mingeonis 
they m y moue laughter to all that beholdethe n from be- 
lovv, or like foules flovven upto the higheſt rootes, shoot- 
ingdoyvne their filthy excrements upon the reſt , that fitt in 
the lovyerroomes. Burt the Paſtor eſteemes the good and 
weale ofthe Kirk by her ſpirituall eſtate, that is ,by a ſound 
fayth, a pure vyorship, and a holy converſation, as she 
{ſtands or decayes in theſe, ſo is shee cyrherin a good conſti- 
rution or languishing, and as sheis furnished vvith all the 
meanesthat may preſerue and increale theſe, ſo she eycher 
proſpers or decayes. This judgment of the Paſtoris groun- 
ded upon veriegood reaſons. For upon this eſtate of rhe 
Kirk neceſlarily depends the glory of God, and'falvation of. 
| | . | | ſoules, 
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ſoules, which are the _ thingsthat' make the difference 
betvvixtthe Kirk of God, and all other ſo-icties of men in 
thevyorld, and therefore the Paſtor hath reaſon to thinke , 
that all theriches of the earth, 8 all cheglorie of all the king- 
domes ofthe yvorld are nor to be pur in ballance vvith the 
glory of God, andthe ſalvation of foules, thar vyhich God 
vvith his ovvne bloud hath purchaſed and redeemed. Now 
vvhetherthe go od of rhe Kirk in theſe things be betterpro- 
curedand preſerved by the Prelate or by the Paſtor, let them 
be typed by comparing themia the particulars follovving. 


CE NE FOR ENS DI 29 


I, ir : &-. 
HE PASTOR this. principall care is to preſerue The paſtor careful 
the puririe of doctrine in the Kirk , that Chritts flock *9 prelr Fo 
may be fedde with the wholeſome word of life, and to-{,;11s good of 
oppoſe all contrarie and unprofitable doctrine,as poy-= the Kirk : the pre- 
- 1onable and pernitious to the peoples ſoules, and for = crea for 
thar purpoſe interteyneth in weekely meetings the exerciſe of 5% 08 
the word, where the doctrine delivered by one , is judged by all 
che reſt, whether it be ſound and profitable , and rakerh ſuch or=- 
der vvith the Papiſts, the greate corruprters of doctrine, and ene=- 
'mles to the peoples ſoules , that eyther - he converreth them, or. ' 
cutreth them off from the communion of the Kirk with the ſpirt- 
ruall ſword, and exhorteth the Magiſtrate , ro.execure the lawes 
made againſt them : . whereby ir came to paſſe that contrarie do- 
ctrine, and vayn and curious reaching eirher entred nor into our - 
Kirk, or was {uddainly reprefſed and pur to the doore, and Papi-. 
ſtrie rthar had place before, was well nigh pur our of the land, 
The P RE LATE hath neyther leaſure nor liking to looke to ſuch ex... 
erciſe, and accounts no hereſie ſo worthy hs animadverſion , as the alleaged 
herefie of Aerius and hs followers. It « manifeſt in hiſtorie from the be- ; 
oinning,that the hereſies that haue moſt endangered the Kirk, haue either | 
 beene forged by the ingines ,or favoured and borne out by the authoritie and ,, , ,..z, yu Þ 
credit of Prelates : b and thus day, diverſe falſe and dangerous dorines are qeſcent into hell, * | 
partly vented, and partly wincked at by them : neyther thinketh he papiſts many Hebrarty : 
greate enemies to the Kirk : but as the Tewish prieſts entertayned the Sad- Noh eriinn OCEAN 
duces, albeit enemies to true religion , and hated Chriſtians as their deadly | 
Foes,and us the Papiſt can agree with the pn Proteſtant, but thinks the 
| 2 | HRCON= 


a of. Xo 


unconformable Calventft hu irreconcileable enemne,ſo 


Os hs 6 Eh 
i 


the Prelate could as © 
gree with the common Papiſt for all bu blaſpheamous dottrine and profeſſi-" 


. on, becanſe he a friend to hu Hierarchie. But the Reformed Chriſtian , 


The paſtor inthe 
matter of ceremo- 
nies lookes to the 
edification - of the 
Kirk , which the 
prelate milregard- 
eth. 


The 


. inthe 
whole courſe of 
his miniſterie in- 
tends the feeding 
of the flock : the 
_ feede him 
elfe. 


whom he calleth the Calvinift , and Puritane he can by no meanes beare , © 


becauſe he ns profeſied unfriend to hu Hierarchie. 
# not oppoſite to the Papi, but to the Proteſtant. oe 

2, The PASTOR knowing thar a litle Jeayen' Ileayenerh 
the whole lumpe , rhinketh it dangerous for the peoples 
ſoules to borrowe eyther ſubſtance or ceremonie of religion 
from Antichriftian corruption, and therefore warnerh the 
people to beware of the leaſt beginnings and appearances of 
evill, and white he deliberares aboute ceremomes , fitteſt for 
ordor and deeenciec, he intends nothing of his owne, bur the edi- 
ficarion of rhe kirk, and in the practiſe of ceremonies & circum=- 
ſtances orderly appointed, he lookerh to the peace of the Kirk, 
that ir be not broken, and to the conſciences of the weake , thar 
they be nor offended. | 

The P RELATE liketh to ſimbolize with Antichriit bs Ceremo- 
mes , putting the Papiſts in hope , that the bodie and ſubſtance of theix 

ſuperſtition may be reſumed by time , where the shadowes and ceremonies 

are ſo highly regarded. He intends _—_— appointing them , but the 
maintenance of his one eftate and dignitie,becauſe he ſeeth and ſayth,No 
Ceremonie no Bishop , and in prattiſe x more earneft in urging of Ce= 
remonies, then of obedience to the greatef#t things of the Law,&by the Ca- 
nons aboute matters,which they themſelues call indifferent , doeth violence 
eyther to the bodies or conſciences of the people,that thinke otherwayes, © 
maketh them to ſerue as roddes to ſcourge and whippe out of the Kirk, and 
miniſterie, whom and when they thinke good. 

3. The PAS TOR conſidering , that he is called to feede 
the flock: of Chriſt, and ro care for the peoples ſoules, in his en- 
trie to the miniſterie, will be loarth ro undertake a greater charge 
then he can in ſome meaſure oyertake, and the leſſe his charge 
is the greater 1s his contentment, nor that he defireth ro be idle , 
bur ro be fayrhfull ; when he is entered he hath the work of the 
miniſterie in ſingular rcgarde., as the molt honourable and la- 
borious worke that he can be employed aboure, whereof the beſt 
man 1s not worthy,and unto which the wole man is not ſufficient, 
and therefore is reſident among, the people , feryeth nor by de- 
puries and Suffraganes , bur in his owne perſon, and is alto- 
gerher raken up with the Paſtors dueties, of preaching, pray- 
10g, carechiting, viſiting, exhorting,, rebuking , comforting, &c. 
bur labours moſt diligently in the word and doctrine, ecauſe 
faych commerth by rhe Word preached. , | 

The PRELATE intending nothing , but to feede himſelfe , at 
BITE: Fes bn 


A Prelate as a Prelate 


he Oe 
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| bs entrie to bs prelacie , be rpals @ fo much the nnmber of ſoules be 


Should feede , as the number of chalders, the large revenues, and the greas 
dignities he's to feede upon, and the larger hu Diocie, the better for him: 
Hence 1 it , that he aſcends from 4 Dioceſan to an Archbishop , and a 
Primate. After he u entred he disdayneth the worke of the Minifeerie, as 
baſe, and unworthy of by grace and great Lordship., he ſerveth by bs de- 
puties and Suffraganes,and thinks it a more honourable and neceſiarie im- 
ployment to atrend and reſide at Court, or at the places of civill judgment, 
&s Councell, $efſion, Exchequor , and howſoever he apprepriates to him- 
fſelfe the reward of double honour due to them who oth in the word &5 
dotttrne, yet he thinkes , that he s not bounde to take the paines of that 
worke , tinto which the double honour s annexed. So the Paſtor muſt 
labour in the worke, and the Prelate muſt reape the reward , and which 1; 
more prejudicial to the peoples ſoules,he maintayneth that learned &5 qua=- 
lified preachers are not ſo neceſſarie in congregations,as Curats and Rea- 
ders, that there 1s too much preaching , and too litle reading and praying, 
— — els but therr confuſed Leitourgie. 

4. ThePAS TOR dare nor do harme to the peoples ſoules, 


| becauſe he is ſubject both in calling and converſation to -the di- 


{cipline of the Kirk, which ſtrykerh upon the Paſtor, as well as 
upon the people , and to bring the tranſgrefſers tro repentance, he 


-firterh with his brethren in ſeffion, presbyterie & aſſembly,admi- 


niſtring the holy diſcipline holily, rhar is,in finceritie & faythful- 
nefſe, without prejudice or partialiry, and never ceaſing, till the 
ſcandall be remoyed, the Kirk be purged, and the offender ( if ir 
be poflible) be wonne unto God , and all this, as being Chritts 
owne worke, he doeth with Chriſts owne weapons, thar 1s with 
the 7 Arg ſword of the word , which is mighrie through God 
ro ſubdue every thing exalting ir ſelfe againſt God, and to bring 
ſinners to repentance, 

The P RELATE may doe what harme he will for his 'owne tyran= 
nicall cuſtome and praftiſe , but not by any law eyther of Kirkoor ſtate, 
he exempteth himſelfe in reſpeft of his Epiſcopall. adminiſtration , and 
ai he 1s a Prelate from all cenſure , and ſcorneth to ſubmitte him= 
ſelfe to any Eccleſia#ticall judicature , albeit the chiefe Apoſtles ſub- 


mitted themſelues unto the Kirk,, and albeit there be no ſubjett in 4. 


Kinzdome of whatſoever qualitie or condition, but in every reſpet he tis 
under the controulement of ſome judicature in the Land where he liveth. 
And as he is thus ſingularly lawleſſe of himſelfe , ſo pretending the ſole 
power of proceeding to belong to him by vertue of his place and office , he 
ſweyeth the courſe of diſcipline,as be#t pleaſeth his Lordship , proceſies be= 


Argument of weight for my Lord or his Receaver , are mnconti- 
nently by the Word of his Monarchicall authoritie ſtricken dead. 
ES . G 3 Hereby 


The paſt. ſubject _ 
to thediſcipline of - 2 


the Kirk himſelfe, 
& exerciſerh it for 


'the. good of the. 
people: the prelate 


neither ſuabjec& to 


the diſcipline him 


ſelf, nor exerciſeth 
it for the good of 
others,nor ſuffreth 


the Tun to ECx- - 
ercile its. © | 


' guune . for trying of ſlanders,if the p_ never ſo wicked haue 
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-- Heveby it eemmeth to paſie,that where prelates rule , ſinne reigneth., and © 
the nearer the Bishops wings, the greater libertie for ſinne , as ns ſeene in < 
their owne houſes and traynes. And for thu reaſon u it, that both Atheiſts © 

' and Papifts like the piſcopel diſcipline, better then the paſtoral , which 
they call Fraytelaced, becauſe it troubleth their corruption , whereas the 0 
' ther layeth the remes upon their neck, And if the Prelate happen to pro= 
ceede againſt offenders, hu diſcipline conſiſts not ſo much in ſprrituall cen= 
ſure , as in worldly power and civill punishment, as fining, confining, im- 
priſoning Ec. which haue no power to worke upon the conſciences of ſin= 
ners to bring them to repentance, which x moſt proper for the preachers-of 
the Goſpell, and the chiefe ende of RARE. . 
ou er wore .* 5.. The PAS TOR for the good of the Kirk, is deſirous, 
\- w910ro Sod thar the afſemblies of the Kirk, provinciall and nationall, be often- 
| "of theKirk, by the holden and well kept, knowing how neceflarie they are for re- 
free aſſewblics of qrefing things amille, for fulfilling chings omitted, and for pre- 
a 


; : l. A - 4 ; 2 - . 
nr = bykien venting evils that are like to enſue : when the afſemblie is 


©  felfe, whether in convened he carrierth himſelfe roward his brethren, as. toward the 

«embly,orout of ſeryanrs of Chriſt, and collegues of equall authoririe, none preſu- 

' ming ro any place or preheminence , though of order onely , and 

nor of power, without the calling and conſent of his fellow bre- 
thren, There every one hath libertie to utter his minde, & eve 

one is ready with the gift tharGod hath giuen him, as the diverſe 

members of one wo , for the good of the whole Kirk : meeke 


| aſſembly. 


Moſes and burning Elias, Efay with his-trumper, and Aaron with 
his belles, Bonaerges and Barionah, the ſonne of thunder,and the 
ſoune of the doue, all moyed by one ſpirit, with muruall reſpect, 
reyerence,and opacity Tone, joyne together in one conclution , 
and if at any time they be of different judgements , they are not 
ſuddaine and ſummar in concluding things of importance , thar 
concerne the whole, bur that all may be done with uniforme con- 
ſent, after the example of the Apoſtles Acts 15, the concluſion 
15 delayed, rill all objections be farisfyed, and God giue greater - 
js ro ſuch as are otherwiſe minded, and ſo to the greate good 
of rhe Kirk, both peace and rruethare preſerved, ' 

The PRELATE «as averſe from a free aſiembly , as the Pope 1s 
from a free Genernll councall , and therefore will eyther haue none at all , 
or will haue them ſo ſlavish, as if they were but hu eccleſiaſtical courts con- 
vened under him, and in hs name. When thi Aſiemblie s convened, at 
hs owne hand, without calling or eleftion,he taketh upon him to preſide © 
moderate. There no man hath libertie to utter hs mynd before him , who 
hath power to raiſe up and caſt downe; toinlarge and reftreyne, to preferre 
and poſtpone, or put m and put out at his ploafete , and therefore no mans 
gift teh meetings doeth good to the Kirk, And-if it happen that his 
courſes be croſſed,and the beſt ſort oppoſe,then he rageth, an b, hrs proude 

| boaſtings 
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boaſtings, and unreaſonable raylings, 7. 


playeth the Prelate madeede , uſing” 
Chrifts miniſters the Kirks Comiſſioners no better, then if they were hrs 
ſlaues or lackeys , convened to ſay Amen to all his intentions, and to waite - 
upon Oracles falling front | his mouth. In ende- the pluralitie of voyces of 8 
£ weaker ſorte, and for the moſt part either emenaicate or extorted , car- * 
ryeth away the ſentence which muſt oblige all , and therefore beſides the ty= | 
rannies and unjuſt proceedings, proveth afterward to the greate hurte of 
the Kirk," to be the cauſe of many evils and great diviſions. <0 | 

6, The PASTOR in planting of Kirks, and placing of The Paſtor plant- © 
miniſters withour reſpe& ro any mans privare judgment or affe- 43 be Kirk with, "2 
ction with common conſent, makerh choyſe of the beſt qualified conlene of the peo”. 
for graces and manners, and moſt fitte for rhe people he is to be ple » and without 
{eroyer, and thar with theire owne ſpeciall adviſe and defire, ſo pms e es 
rhat he giveth not the Kirk to the Miniſter, bur rhe Minifter to wee therndngsd - 
the Kirk, and in the act of ordinarion art the place where he shall with ſuch as pleaſe 
ferue, and in preſence of the whole Congregation , he requirerh. mes yo 
of the Intrant neirher oath nor promiſe , bur whar' is appointed rebyonded 
by the afſemblies of the whole Kirk , as conftancie in the fayrth-, with hurting ofthe 
obedience to the King, and fidelitie in his calling, and after he is <9®Kience- of the 
admirred , he reſpecterh him as the conjund Embaſſadour of TT _ 
Chriſt, equall in power and authoririe with himſelfe, with no dif-. 
ference bur of age and gifts, - 

The PRELATE excluding both the flock., whom. the Paſtor i to 
feede,and the fellow-miniſters with whom he is to labour in the worke,ex- 
cept it be ſuperficially and for the fashion , when now the Prelate and his - 
domeſticks ( who haue greater hand in the planting of Kirks then both © T/9"itat mh 
 presbyterie and people) haue brought the matter to the point of ordination, qu;rares hominivus 
C he giveth the Kirk to the Mimiter,rather the the Miniſter to the Kirk, dicere folitus = 
whereof there flowe ſs innumerable evils , that the Kirk hath as juſt cauſe os his $42 pe 
to complaine now of the placing of Miniſters by bishops, as the Kirz had of erent Sod 
old of the planting of bishops through the corruption of Archiishops and bere: alios havere, 
Metropolitaneo, d The ordination mutt be at the place of the Prelates re. & non meren.Jb. F 
fadencie, and not at the Kirk, , where he shall ſerue nor in preſence of the 4 aſe am-y'v. nw. Þ 
congregation ; then is the intrant forced without any pretext of warrant jX.-n j_ -” 
from the kirk,, to gine his oath and Subſcription to Articles of the Prelates- dignmwumſed pate- 
deviſing, for maintenance of his Epiſcopall authoritie , enen as the Pope rerne/Onp ren 
doerh in conſecrating Bishops and Archbishops, for eſtablishing of his uni- pines © ane 
versall Supremacie. When he is admitted,albeit for gifts and all other rs= Spread ſunt. qui 
ſpeRs he be worthy of double honour farre aboue the Prelate himſelfe , yet nibil ad grad# pra- 


the prelate contemneth him and his brethren, as poore presvyters , with 47 an er 1 

| Ci perciittari vels 

les quis eos prefecerit, Sacerdotes reſpondent mx; & dicunt, ab Archiepiſcop» nuper ſum Epiſcopws ordinatus os 5 

centumg, er (olidns dedi, ut Epiſcopalem gradum aſſequi meruiſſem, quos ſo minime dedifſem , hedie epiſcopus mon. | 

eſſem. cAmbroſ.citante Bulling. decad.y. ſerm 4 l Curritur ad cures eccleſiaiticas, P dottis pariter &in bt | oh ; 

quaſi quiſy, ſine curs vitturus ſir , cum ad curas pervencrit. Bern,epiſt.4,2. - Fe - . © 
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ble contempt. Whereupon we [5,29 the Prelates and others by their 
example (5 doing eſteeme not of Miniſters for their worth © their works 
ſake , but as they are in places of preferment , and as they are clothed with 
offices and titles of dignitie aboue their fellowes : and this againe makes 
worldly mynded Miniſters to ſceke eftimation by greatneſie rather then by 
oodneſie. 

The paſtor by all : 7. The PASTOR procureth the ,peace of the Kirk, by 
mezns ſeeketh the following after things which make for peace, Rom, 14. for by 
— Ne acer the diſcipline and afſemblies of the Kirk he preſerverh veritie , 
his owne peace & Withour which there is eyther no unitie,or ſuch unite, as 1s bur a 
poſperitie. confpiracie,and refiſteth hereſfie the mother of the greateſt divi- 

fions:ſo long as our aſſemblies had their liberrie, there could ariſe 
no herefie among us, if it had broken up in a parish , a confiſto- 

rie or presbyrerie would haue borne it downe : or if it had pro- 

_ further, th& theSynodall, or if it had not been able, the na- 

tionall aſsembly would: haue ſuppreſſed ir:for rhe ſame reaſon the 

Kirk of France, which was neareſt to ours, hath ben free of here- 

fe: In the Low Countreysif the Kirks had enjoyed the liberrie of 

theyr aſſemblies, which they wanted for a long time , Arminia- 
niſme had neyrher coublell them, nor their neighbours, He ne- 
ver can find in his heart ro urge or inforce unprofitable and un- 

timely Ceremontes upon the Kirk, if it were for no other cauſe , 

bur that they haue beene the apples of contention, and the cauſe 

of many Schiſmes,and will chooſe rather with Tonah ro redeeme 
the quictnes and ſaferie of the Kirk with the lofſe of himſelf, chen 
for his owne particular to raiſe the ſmalleſt rempeſt , that may 

perill her peace, He carryeth himſelfe no otherwayes 1n his mi- 

niſterie, then becommeth rhe humble ſeryanr of the Kirk, & fea- 

reth to be affected with Diotrephes his ambitious humour , of a- 

ſpyring aboue his brethren, which is a ſpeciall prefervariue of 

peace, He ſtudierh ro preſerue holynes, without which there can 
be no ſounde nor wholeſome peace, he is ever at warre with that 

which 1s contrarie to holynes,and ſenderth away alt ſcandalous li- 

yers with the workers of iniquitie , that peace may be upon the 

Tiraell of God Pal, 25, . | 

The PRELATE #« accounted a peaceeble man, and pretends alwaies 
the peace of the Kirk, but indeede ſeeketh his owne peace and proſperitie, 
and opposeth the things that make for peace : for if it ſerne Fl his owne 

' parti-ular, he can overlce Papiſts aud Hereticks , and Iuffer hereſie to riſe 
and ſpreade it ſclfe, that the Kirk may haue ſome other thing to think, up= 

. on, then his Epizcopacie, and may haue himfelfe to runne unto in ſteade of 
eSemblies, he careth not to.make Schisme, and will fight with tooth and 
nayle for unlaw full and unprofitable ceremonies , which haue ever proved . 
the canse of Schisme , and ere he redeeme the Kirks peace, by _—_— 
| | . theſe 


; f SS SEE EE Oe EE RI TIO 
L Tabs * rr ES LIT ARAITTE > B.-42 SES a ISIS -F4\ 
Y cr em: TORT pe L 4 *-, $24 a WET —— SES Ie Y - wa 4 TS F Or OS”. > ISS x be hoc? _ D+ 2 ply 2s F* — Ver = 
; : A — CRE Et, TEL Or A > 7 : - BITS BY, mg "4 + BS - A OE pe 
arF% OR 0 IR EASE TS EET TS rx Ps. : i : * 
EET VE 4 oy : >) : , - - 
( VE or, = A; S 


pe FF $i Os R - I FC KY 
z IL 1 PN Oe IR. > EY I NB20 my IEEE E4 a7; 


: "= 2 x 
Y IS SM | Ly - => . 
5 Rn 
- SI FH 
= 


theſe cumberſome wares , he will rather caft over boorde many worthy mi= "2 
nifters , ſuffer numbers .of ſoules , for whom Chriſt hath dyed , to-perish , ns 


and the Kirk of Chriſt toſied with troubles , by occaſion of that\noyſome e Sicut olim pe BS. 
baggage , to ſinke at laſt under the burden. © Contention alſo commeth fern illam veſtia, on 
by bus pride and ambition : for firſt, great places make great emulation,(5. 7, 1.7; Aris pri 


; Ip , mo de inferns ex- 
hoate competition , as may be ſeene m Chrifts owne Apoſtles, e and hiſto= tulerat capur,cupi= * 


rie maketh knowen in many others, what debate and contention, what war 4% epiſcoparus Þ 
and bloodshed prelacie hath brought forth in the Chriſtian world, between prays Hy ae ' 
Kirk, and Kirk contending for primacie , prelate and prelate for rum pontificu Re- © 
preſidencie , Pope and Pope for papacie betweene Kings and Bji- man primarum } "= 
Shops for Souveraignitie : a betweene the Roman Emperours , fin en - 
and a” Bishoppes : the Kings of England and the Primates of re Tppadtf, LEW l 
England. | Of. A 

$. The PASTOR contents himſelfe with ſuch a compe- DG 3 
rent ſtipend, as is afigned to him for his ſervice, whereby he I" For con 
hath neyther meanes to ſwell in pride and wealth, hor matrer of his comperent ſti- 2 
exceſſe and ſuperfluitie, And he hath bur one body, ſo he un- pend.theprelate is 
dertaketh bur one Cure, where he muſt be reſident, and one Kirk Mega d Þ— F 
living , which for feare of rhe cenſures of the Kirk , albeit he 2 
would, he dares nor delapidate , bur muſt leaue the Kirk patri- 
monie in as good or better caſe;then he found ir ax his entry, 

The PRELATE hath a Lords rent out of the revenewes of the 
Kirk , which at the firſt was deſtinate , and should be employed for-better 
uſes , and thi he hath not for the ſervice of the Kirk , but partly for hi 
unlawfull attending civil affaires , and partly , for bearing out a Lordly 

porte in himſelfe , his Ladie , their children and followers. He uniteth 
Kirks farre diſtant, to maks the morſell the greater for hx wide gorge : he 
alloweth and defendeth pluralities , and Nonreſidencies , by ſetting long 
taks without knowledge or conſent of the Kirk, and by ſetting of fewe 
formes and taxwardes he raketh up all , and ſtinteth the Miniſter to a 
poore ſtipendiarie portion of fiue hundreth marks. So that the moſt Sacri= 
legious perſons in the Land are the Bishops themſelues , eating the meate 


out of the mouthes of many worthy paſtors , that labour painfully in the 
Lords worke. | F 


_ The Prelates objection. 
HE PRELATE will obje&, that there shall never be _._. EN 
* any forme -of Kirk pc diſcipline , which bringeth Por ry 2 

not with it ſome dangers and. diſcommodities', and that muft be the fuſion. Fo 

beft, which hath the feweſt, - Tt cannot be :denyed:, but the Epiſcopall 

gouvernment hath alſo the owne inconvenients., whether we conſider the © - 
. . Salvation of Soules, 'or the outward conftitution of the Kirk, and. 

. 4vorship of God, or the URN an Kirk, 


But | 
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But the Anarchie and confuſion Thich ever attendeth the paritie mayn- 
teyned by the Paſtor an mconvenience greater then all, sheweth plain= 
| hb, that the paritie of Pattors i neyther of God , nor can ſerve for the good 
of the Kirk: for God us not the God of confuſion but of peace , and mo of 
all it the Kirks of the Samtts. | | 


_  ThePaltorsanfwer. | 
T H E gonvernment and order appoynred by Chriſt can haue 


no danger, diſcommoditie nor inconvenience , bur ſuch as 
men bring upon ir, and which rhrough'the neglect or contempre-_ 
thereofthey bring upon themſelues. T har therefore muſt be the 
beſt, which is bett warranted by Chriſt, and appronenery neareſt 
ro the fimplicitie of rheApoſtles and rhe diſcipline of their times, 
Malignant wits haue ever beene readie| to lay impurations upon 
(ods ordinances , as that his inward worship according to the 
Goſpell of Chriſt hath no wiſedome, that the outward hath no 
majeſtie, thar his order of the Kirk 1s bur Anarchie, becauſe ir is 
not a monarchie :, bur as the naturall philoſopher ſayrh, the order 
of narure to be full of beaurte , and the wiſe Stateſman ſeerh rhe 
beaurie of rhe order of a wiſe policte: ſo rhe Chriftian , when he 
ſcerh the order of the houſe of God, shalt with the Apoſtle Col. 2. 
rejoyce to ſee it, and will preferre the beaurie thereof to. the wiſe . 
government of the houſe & Courr of Saloman, as being appoin= 
red by a wiſer then hee : euen Balaam , albeit diſpoſed ro curſe , 
when his eyes are opened to behold this wiſe order and marye- 
lous beaurie, $shall be forced ro _ his lips, and to ſay, How 
goodly are thy tents o Tacob, and thy tabernacles o Iſrael : for a houſe full 


4 of ſilver and gold I would not curſe , for how shall T curſe whom the Lord 


Anſ. Shewing by hath nat curſed ? or how hall F defye, whom the Lord hath not defyed? 


2 many paricalas Numb.23. and 24, And that there is no confuſion in the paritie 


the mipifterie ap- Mainreyned by the-Paſtor , it is manifeſt ro him that deſireth ro 
pointed by Chriſt ſee, for : | 
1s far fromcontt= 7 01 6/Gon hath-no ſubordination for diſpofing of things, and ſetting 
_ every thing im it owne place. | | | - 
The paritie mainteyned by the Paſtor hath a Iawfull ſub- 
ordination of Elders to Paſtors, of Deacons to Elders, of 
Kirk Seffion to a presbyrerie, ofa presbyterie to a Sy=-- 
node, and-ofa Synode to a Nartionall Aſſembly, . 
2. Confuſion hath no prioritie of reſpett of precedencie-nor of order, 
Paritie of paſtors ſo shunneth ambiris, thar ir mainreynerh 
- aprioritie of precedencie fand reſpect, for age, for zeale, 
for gifts &c,and a prioritie of order, whereby one is mo- 1 
derator of others in all their Synods,and meetings, fuch _ 
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as was amongſt the A es themſclues, but withour prio- 
ritie of power or juriſdiction aboue the reſt, OS 


2. Confuſion admitteth no commandement noy.ſubjetion: 


Paritie of Paſtor, admitrerh both: for eyery Paſtor conducteth 


his owne flock, & every paſtor is ſubject to a joynt fellow- 
_ of paftors in Presbyteries and Synods; 


4., Confuſion s abhorred, both by nature and all Societies, as their greateſt 


enemie, which overturneth all, where it hath place. 


Paritie of Paſtors hath the like paritie both in nature , and all 


ſorrs of ſocierie: for in nature one eye hath nor power over 
another, nor one hand over another,nor one foote over ano- 


ther, onely the head hath power oyet all, In the common- 


wealth and kingdome there is a parifie without a prioritie 
of power or juriſdiction berwixt one Baron and another, & 
berwixr one Nobleman and another, and in all the Colle- 
giall juriſdictions in the Land under the King himſelfe, In 
the worlde paritie betwixt one King and another, In the 
Roman Kirk equalitie berwixr one \ ord Bishop and ano- 


ther, and berwixrt rwo Archbishops, Patriarks &c, and mn 


bl 


the Kirk of Chrift berwixrt Apoſtle and Apoſtle , &c, why 


then $hall the divine paritie of Paftors be accounted a con- ' 
fakon, | 
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The Paſtor & Prelate compared 

by the good of the Common wealth, 
and of our outward eſtate. 

Lbeir that ſometimes the povver Eccleſiaſti- . 
{<= call be without the ſecular, and the members 

SJ of the Kirk makenot any civill corporation,as 
in the Apoftles times,& long after. And ſome 

© times the ſecular power be vvithour the ec- 
cleſiaſticall, and the members of kingdomes 

| and corporations make nota Kirk,asamongſ(t 
theHeathen of 01d, and many nations and ſocieties this day; 
yetis it farre beſt, both for Religion and Juſtice, both for 
rrueth and peace, both for Kirk and Commonyvyealth, when 
both are joyned in one : vvhen the Magiſtrate hath both 
ſyvyords, the uſe of the temporall ſvvord, and the benefite of 

- the ſpirituall ſvyyord, and vyhenthe Kirk hath both ſvyords, 
the uſe ofthe ſpirituall ſword, and the benefire of the tem- 

orall: When the two adminiſtrations civill and eccleſia- 

ſticall, like Moſes and Aaron,help one another mutually , 8& 
neytherAaron and Miriammurmuragainſt Moſes, nor Jero- 


x boam ſtrercheth our his hand ag :inſt the man of God. Upon 
Civil anthoririe TRE one part, Civill authoritie mainteynerh and defenderh re- 


Tr is beſt both for 
- Kirk andState whe 
© .*ciwvill and cccleſia. 
© Ricall ' amhoritie 
> Joynetogether. 


1 _ goodtoreli- Jjipion,v vhere itis reformed, and reformeth religion yyhere 
REG-49-23: itis corrupted. Kings hall be thy foſter-fathers, and Queenes thy 


Hal- 2-11 nurſe mothers*, Kings ſernethe Lordin fear*: And then ſerue they the Lord 


'F LGuomods ergo re- 


Rees Domino {cr- [: th A [ , | 
ales hs Ke (layth Auguſtine) vyhen they ſerue him not onely faythfully as men, 


# £4 qua ciirajuſ- but as Kings, and doe ſuch things in ſer ping him » 4s none (an = but. 
7 | | ings, 
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| God ſerved in their dominions , according to bis oppne Word, It 
hath ever been the greateſt commendation of Princes , 
that they have begunne their government yvith the Re- 
formation of Religion, as many vyorthy Princes. haue 
done both before, and after the comming of Chriſt, 
for God preferrerh* Kings untoall others, and there- 
fore Kings should haſte ro honour G 0D aboue all o- 
thers : Or that they haue exceeded ail vvho yvent 
before them in thisreligious and Royall Chaire. Az a 
rooke avvay Idolatrie: bur Jer osHAPHAT remo- 
ved the high-places alſo. Ezzx1a mn vvent further, 
and brake the Brazen Serpent, albeit a monument of 
Gods mercie : Bur this vyas the ſ(inne of his Refor- 
mation , that he razed not the doll Temples , 
vyhich vvas kept to: good Fo $s1an, vvho therefore 
hath this teſtimonie ro the ende of the World , that 
like unto him there vyas no King before him , thar 
turned ro the Lon D vvith all his heart, vvith all 
his ſoule, and vvith all his might. Upon the other 
part, true Religion, although ir propone for the prin- 
cipall ends, the Glorie of G-o v,, and the Safetie of the 
KiR&, yet it ferveth many vvayes for the Civill 
good, and vyorld!iy benefite of Kings and Kingdomes. 
Becauſe the true Religion , and no other , maketh 
Kings and Kingdomes to ſerue :that G o p that' giu- 
eth/ both; Heauenly and Earrhly Kingdomes. © Who 
| laoſeth the Bands of Kings, and girdeth their loynes 
vvith a girdle :-. Who 1s the onely Judge, that put- 
| teth doyyne one, and ſetteth. up an other. And 
therefore godlyneſſe hath the promiſe, and true Re- 
ligion hath many bleſlinges attending. Ir is a bleſſed 


thing. vvhen a King, or a Kingdome ſerverh rhart 

Go p.by vvhom Kings reigne, and vvho giveth and ta- 

keth- avvay: kingdomes at his pleaſure : Next becauſe it 

qualifieth and diſpoſeth every man for his. oyype place- 
| bD-- 


kings, that is,” wyhile they reſt not till Religion bt eſtabliched,ant 


m2 eſt ex ſervitfidelitey vis © 


SO 

ſa Diemint fiunt , religiofa © 
ſeverita: e prohiibendo, ata, | * 
þplectendo? aliter enim fer= 
vit quiahoms eft, alter © 
quia eria rex eſt: quia has © 


vendo, quiaveroetia rex. 
&#t, ſcrvit leges juſta pre- 
ciptentes,& cotraria pro- 
hibentes,convementi rig» 
reſanciends ſicat ſervivit 
EFechnas luco:, & templa: 
idolorn, Oalla excelſa que 
contra precepta Dei fue- 
rant conitrutta, deitruen- 
do, Sicut ſervivit Iofiar, 
talia & rpje faciends. Sic- 
ut ſervivit rex Ninivitas © 
T4, untverſam ceuvitatem 
ad placands Doimink cd - 
peliends, Sicut ſervivit 
'Larius, idolum franggndi- * 
in poteftatem Daniel da. * 
do , Cf animicos ejity leonte 
bus angerends. Sicut furvi= | 
VitNebuchad.emnesin re- 
gno ſus poſitos , @ Ulaſphe= 
mandy, vei lege terrivils 
prohibenda. 1# hoe ergo 
ſervinnt Domino reges, ins 
quantt ſunt Teges, £14 & 
faciung. ad ſervienaingh 
que non þ {ſunt facer ' 
Teges. Alugu56.epiſ3 ſer 


ad BoniAcanm, | 24 
Religion doeth good 70 
the whole commonyeal. 


c Hoſtis Herodes rmpie ». 
Chriſtym venire quad 14>, 
mes 7 non eripat mort 4/;a, | 
qui reana- 4af calejt ian. <0 
Sedutjas H ymtte 
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The beſt religion 
> dell for the ſtate 
SY 


It maketh rulers tro know, thatevery Kingdome'is under-a 
greater Kingdome, and as they are advanced aboue all o- 
thers , that they have ſo much the greater accountto make. 
It maketh the ſubjects ro obey for conſcience lake,and ſub- 
ducth the people undertheyr Prince : Which made Theo- 
doſius ro acknowledge, thathis empire conſiſted more by 
Chriſtian religion, then by all other meanes. Ir Keepeth 
true peace, both publick andprivate, and when peace can 
be no longer kept, it followeth after itto hind it againe. 
Jr maketh men juſt and temperate intime of peace, notby. 
reſtraint,vvhich politiue layves doe, but by mortification. 
With Chriſtians rothink that vvickednes is ſtnne, Whether 
of thetvyo commandeth more fully ({ayth Tertullian) he wyho fayth, 
T hou halt not kill, or he who ſayth, thou shalt not be angry: vvhich of 
thetyyo is more perſet to forbid adulterie, or to reſtraine the eyes from 
concupiſcencs &c. Ir maketh every man copraCtiſe Chriſtiani- 
tic in the particular duties of his calling. Inthe time of war 
irmaketh men couragious, & to feare none but him that can 
kill the ſoule, In perſecution it makerh invincible patience, 
Wirhourt confuſion it giveth ar all times unto'God,, thar 
vyhich is Gods,and unto Czſar that yvhich is Czſfars, and 
vvithour uſurpation or injurieto any, it giveth unto Noble- 
men, Stateſmen, Barons, Burgeſles, and all from rhe higheſt 
tothe lovveſtin theKingdome,their ovvn places, preferments 
and priviledges,according to the ſoveraigne lavy of juſtice. 
All eſtates haue neede of this divine influence,and ofall rheſe 
comfortable effects, and every religion promiſeth them all , 
but onely Chriſtian Religion is able to performe them, and 
the more Chriſtian iris, thatis, the more neare that it comerh 
ro the puritie & ſimplicitic of Chriſt and his Apoſtles bothin 
doctrine and diſcipline, andthe more chriſtianly, tharis,the 
more povverfully it be urged upon the conſciencesofmen, 
the more cfteCtually it proveth for theſc happy ones. Let us 
then upon this ground proceede to our tryall, vyhether the 
Paſtor or Prelate be more profitable for the Countrey aud 
Common yvealth. | | 
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(HE PASTOR preferyeth the proſperous e- Tie Paſtorpreſerveth# 
. . ſtare of the Kingdome and commonwealth , by 
labouring ro preſerue pietie, righteouſneſle , and tech. 


| his might againſt Idolatrrie and all forrs of impie- 
rie, againſt unrighteouſneſle and all forts of injurie, whether | 
by craft-or violence, and againſt intemperancie, incontinen--< Nez tam numerorums ſr- 
cie, unlawfull mariages, divorces ; and wharſoeyer kinde of Jus 1ma"o aur gow 
impurities : e for theſe three where they reigne he knoweth ratidanbog th regna pet» | 
ro be more neare and cerraine cauſes, firtt of the many cala- dunt: quam impietac pri- 
miries and judgements of God, and then of the alrerations 7% inde ig 
and periodes of ſtates and Kingdomes , then eyther the in- ;;a. T0m.d. la Nonecdif- 
rricate numbers of Plato , or the unchanged courſe of the «ſpolit.1. | * 
heauens , or whar orher cauſe is pretended by philoſophers eg ee yy 
or politicks, becauſe theſe where they raigne , they threar- publica. Arift. We 5+ 
ren a ruine from the true fatalitie of Gods providence & ju- - Bodian. de rejpub, libr.g. 
ſtice, & doe $hake the pillars of all humane ſocterie,as Ido- —_— pores cahy' mW 
latrie the pillars of the Kirk, unrighteouſhes of the Comon- {oe oft weeds ww 
wealth, and inremperance of the family , & one of rhe three amnorize; n'ec1ss £7992, xm: 
falling, the other two cannot long endure, onefenliges T «s ! oy 
. = . . . . vov 4 Tpactav amolid ix 4; 
The PRELATE upon the contrarie , by taking in hy owne Tevopkh: pad. CynB. 
hands the power of the generall aſiembly, which was a great terror t0  Fulixreſpublica eſſe no 
Jinne, by depriving ſome worthy paſtors of their places ,, and others of poteſt,tantibu ma _ 
, Norm . TALL ruentibus moribus.Chnkier 
their authoririe in cenſuring of ſinne , by deſtroying the diſcipline of ew. ;F uxbe db vant 
the Kirk,, and by his owne many unlawfull praiſes and permiſſions, cencuplex rurus rebus ſor 
hath g1uen way to Tdolatrie, blaſpbemie , and the prophanation of the wands parum eft, Pl af, 
Sabbath , to all ſorts of Scandalous and notorious Smnes of unrigh- 
teoumeſie, uncleannes, and of the abuſe of Gods creatures, for which 
the wrath of God commeth upon the world. But moſt of all by bring= 
ng agreat part of the kingdome under the guiltines of the violation . 
of the covenant of God, and of doing a their oath and Subſcrip= 
tion hatb drawne on many wiſitations from the hand of God , doeth ' 
dayly provoke the Lord to further wrath , ſtryketh at the pillars of all 
Socteties ,and poſteth on the periods of State and Kingdome. . nn 
2, The PASTOR accounteth verrue, trueth, righte=- by. Ann | bids 
ouſneſſe, Chriſtian ſimplicitie ,, and prudence ro be rhe beſt Machivels policie : the 
policie , nor onely for his owne practiſe, bur for all that are prelare Kketh Line we 
in authoritie , and for all ſociertes : and therefore pro- Pore ns #4 4 ah 
nounceth anathema upon the chiefeſt axiomes of Machia- ,,;,c;; ir yu videarur,. 
vels arte, fwhom he judgeth ro beas pernicious a matter non ramen ur ſit. nr 
of policte,as Antichriſt is for matrets of eligion: and theſe Ay iy Joe n ſed: *Y 
rwo to be the principall ſuppoſts ofSathan, the direct enemy *,,,n, ,,..,iwr videarur. | 
| of Chriſtian fayrh and obedience, and the craftie — Religio animos huminums 
; | 5 | __ 


the Commonwealth, © : * I 
- which the prelate ruina» - 


remperance-in the Land, and by __ with al ; Rs 
oO { 
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W firvitla ſubdites of Kirks and Common _—_ unfitte for all, bur moſt uh= 

wn officio -ncr;orrh Fe firre for us , whom grace bath favoured with the light of the = 
—_—_ Te 14-4: trueth, and nature harh fashioned to be open and plaine, 

© deprinc. & cemment.in The P RELATES prattiſes doe proclaime what policie plea= 

b Liviu. ſeth him beſt. Simulation , diſſinulation , falſehoode and Flattery 

| are knowen to be the wayes of his promotion. He ſtandeth' in hi 

grandenr and poſieſſeth his peace , by promiſing food, ſervice in par= 

liament to the King , againſt the Noluhtie, and blowing the bellowes 

of diſſention betwixt 4 he warmeth himſelfe” at the fire he hath 

' rayſed betwixe the King and the Kirk, He beareth with men of 

every religion, ves 9 they be not Antiepiſcopall. He urgeth Ce- 

remonzes, which he hamſelfe otherwiſe careth nothing for , that they 

25). ay be a band of obedience to the flavish,and a butkler of +45 wag 

& Alter wrbinatem, alter anainſt the oppoſites, be ſuffercth papiſtrie to prevaile, and new here- 

Medalanenſinm narem fies to ariſe , and giveth connivence to. the Teachers of them , that 

Sa ad yenigs renuir, there may be ſome other matter of diſputation among#t learned men , 

urerg, Machiavellicx peli= then about his myter, If all would follow hu arte and example, An= 

tie exemplar perf ms tichriſt & Machiavel would be our chiefeſt Maiſters,and every Scor= 

pod fic tags - man of ſpirit would proue another Caſar Borgia , or Ludovicus 

Sfortia 
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The Paſtor ditinguisheth : The PASTOR according to the nature of things 
. barwixt things civill and q if | 


Seelefiaſticalind hold OULNguisherh berwixt the things of God nd the things of 
him ar his ownecalling : ſar, betwixt the ſoveraignrie of Chriſt , and the ſouve- 
| the prulare conſounde.h ratgnue of man, berwixr the dignitie of the Stareſman and 
| alland wiltruleall. * . honour of the Elder, that labours in the word and doctrine, 
bf. berwixt the palace of the Prince , and the Miniſters mane , 
Ga. LaNPiripe the revenues of rhe Noble-man, and the Miniſters ſtipend ; 
"ht = andaccording to the grounds of policie h holdeth, that ma- 
4 Ny offices $hould be conferred upon one man, except rarely, 
by the ſpeciall fayour of Princes , upon ſome rhatare emi- 
nent, as miracles for engine, for witedome, and dexteririe , 
by reaſon of mans infirmitie, the weighr of authoritie , rhe 
order of policie, and the peace of the people: thar as everie 
| thing in nature doeththe owne part, the ſunne s$hyneth, aad 
INems ſequent exiting; the wind bloweth,, the water moyſtenerh, ſo eyery man 
| afſe nd oefpvan o> Should be ſer to his owne taske, i thar one man<cannor both 
Ko edi thr © be Eneas and Hector, Cato and Scipio, farre lefſe can one 
eats agere. Caſ-polits ANA the ſame perſon be ſufficient for the greateſt affaires, 
bbr. 2. ota of Kirk and policie, And therefore the Paſtor keeperh 
himſelfe within rhe bounds of his owne place andcalling , 
and neyther medlerh with civill cauſes, nor taketh upon him 
Ciy1ll offices, nor ſeeketh after civill honour, | 
The P RELATE maketh no diſtintion, but confoundeth all, 
as compativle ynough , if he be the agent. And albeit for any good 
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parts to be 10 miracle,but yes nn ike, k yet he findeth himſelf is ogy We: 
. for every in Kirk and Common=wealth , and telleth all for fich k Romani, Mazrs, 
that cometh in hy nette , whether Cvill offices, Civill Honours , 4n*1.Lacedamony® 
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crvill cauſes, or civill punishments : Like a Prince he hath hn ca-- legem tulerunt, wt oþ 


Ges ay to ee, Vas. ea as one 
confyne , Mm riſon &0. taketh it hardly , when . he ts not pre= Metiorhus exer= 


ferred to Offices of eftate , as to be Chantelloy , Preſident 6c, which wh cnc, AY 


his predeceſſors had of old, And thus againſt all grounds of good tiethus furina tra- 3 
policie he Fands in pompe, as a Bog mat : wh one £5 m Tar Me iothus ih 2 
the Kirk upon the necks of the Miniſters, and with another in the _ _ pref. hh! Y 
ſtate, upon the heads of the Nobilitie and Gentrie. bie. Mucer, 
4. The PASTOR affiſterh the Civill Magiftrate in The Paſtor affit- 
pacing of virtue, and rooting our of vice , partly = ower= perth, oy _ 3 
[l preaching home to the Conſciences of finners , } partly hindreth ha BS 3 
by cerfſuring lefſer offences, which the Magiſtrate punish- 1 Hee coerrio ad 
eth mot, as lying, uncomelie jeſting, rash and common fwea- 5 n— 
ring , rotten ralking , brauling , drunckennefſe &c, Where- |. nan, Hm 'F 
through the paſſages to murther , adulterie , and other. great deinde paulo acer= : 
offences are ſtopped , the people prevented in many miſe 77% Pn mſiparee 
chiefs, and great enormities, and the Magiſtrate many waies {mm wmauu ge 
eaſed , and partly in cenſuring of greater finnes , and pur- efficax,interdittio» 
ing the Kingdome of foule offences : for he joyneth the  animaduerſs' 
enſures and- the ſpirituall ſword of the Kirk with the f\yord Satan 
of rhe Magiſtrare ,. ſo unparrially , that none are greg quavindjcanturgtte | 
with ſuch expedition and diligence, thar finne is cenſured, ** ne vi& tumutls 
and nor forgotten, with ſuch authoritie , that the moſt ob- "EE 
-tinare haue confeſſed ,. thar the Kirk had power to binde cis, nulle ebriera» 7 
and looſe , with ſuch sharpneſſe and: ſeyeririe that Malefa- **: nlle/alrationns 
Ctors haue beene affraide , and ſo univerſally , rhar,as there A TEN 
is no -crime cenſurable by the Kirk , bur the ſame is punish- vitare reperinnrur. 
able by remporall Turiſdiction , fo he holderh no finne pu- 3%». de rep. Gag 
nishable by Civill Authoritie ,- bur the fame is allo cen- —_— _—_ 
ſurable by Spiritual power , the one punishing the 
offender in his bodye or goods, the other draw» 
ang him unto - repentance , and to remoue the ſcan- 


The P RELAT E »* mprofitable to the Civill Ma- 
gow in planting of virtue , and rooting out of vice : ſor where 
j- government hath place , preaching hath more demonttration of 
Arte for the praiſe of the ſpeaker , then of the Spirit for the cen= 
ſuring of ſinne , and converſion of theſinner : He paſſeth ſmall offences 
without any cenſure,& thereby openeth the way to the greateſt ſins of mur- 
ther,adulterie &c. and giveth the Magiſtrate hi Hor? full. He ven=- 
* dicates to by court and juriſdition ſome _ , as proper for hy _—_— 
val ny | which 
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which yet he paſſeth lightly.: The cenſures of the Kirk, and ſword of. 
excommuntcation im hu hand ſerue for ſmall uſe port greater ſins. 
For eyther they are not uſed at all,or {ol aprwwent at the greateſt ſin= 
ners eſcape uncenſured, or ſo ſuperficially, that they are rather a mat=. 
ter of mocking and boldneſie mn ſinne , .then of repentance to the ſin, 
- | ner, or of removing the offence. | - | | 
- - The paſtor profirableto _ &, The PA ITO R is chargeable ro-no man beſide his 
nt - cmrevpgrs x ſober and neceſſarie maintenance .allotted unto him for his 
late chargeable __ neceſſarie ſervice, which the eople,can no more want, then 
profitable. they may want religion it felfe,or their owne temporall and 
| | erernall happines, | 
Dems Fude o_ pe: The P RELA TE contrarie to the rules of policie m againſt the 
[yg Gd ut md ©. multiplying and mainteyning of idle officebearers , hath for one of= 
wodifiime & optime ge- fice, RE Nas good nſe neither to Kinig , nor Kirk, nor Coun- 
rant Temp of qu efunt ne- trey, allowance of a large rent, 1 a great burthen , and u many waies 
afey: chargeable to the Commonwealth, and to particular perſons ; by hu 
great lands and Lordship, by aftions of improbation , reduttions of 
feiffes, declarator of esheits , entreſies nonentreſies &c. by ſelling of 
commſſariats Ec. by rayſing and rigorouſly mo the Quots of 
Teſtaments, by ſommes of money giuen unto them , their ſonnes or 
theyr ſervants, for preſentations, collations , teſtymonials of ordinae 
l. tion, or admiſſion, ſometimes by people who would be at a good Mi- 
4 | niſter, and ordinarily by the cannie friends of the intrant , who can 
8 ui. finde no entrie but by a golden port. | | 
[The poltve a __ Fr 6.. The PAS TOR would have learning to growe, & 
ihe Prelate ofneiher. © Conſidering thar # Schooles and Colledges are borh the ſe- 
tn 2 uales ſchola exhiber MINATIC of the Commonwealth , & rhe Lebanon of God for 
3 ſine: paler behirura # building rhe Temple, deſyreth earneſtly , rhar there mighr 
Wins majer _ (aauti be a Schoole in every congregation, thar the people mighr 
” pel corruptions reip. pen- PE More Ciyill, and night. more-eafily learne the groundes 
= der, & exſcholarumfon- of Religion, he would haue the beſt ingynes choſen & pro- 
E | ov ogra vided to the ſtudents places in univerſities, the worthyeſt & 
. grate -ritur; 5b; enim d;- DElt men to the places of Teachers , who might po rr 
cuntur prima licerarm Keepe the Arts and Sciences from corruprion, and eſpecially 
mores are ten, £m4e the trueth of Religion,as the holy fire that came down from 
-apgh nx tm permax; BEAUen was kepr by the Levites, He defireth the rewards of 
boy incehramina- Icarning, to be giuen to the worrhyeſt , and after they haue 
a fervars fc. 


bl bbtaks ” reg:Tho- received them, that they be fayrhfull in their places,leaſt by 


Plebeits argencs,molelibus loyrering and lazineſlſe, they become both unprofitable and 
urs, principibus gemma - unlcarned, - 61 


rp loco lizeras efſe debe- The PRE LATE nnot ſo deſirous of learning in himſelfe,as of 
+ uy hdr Y ignorance 1m others , that be onely may be eminent both in Kirk.and 
comparandus. item.  - Commonavealth, and all others may render him blinde obedience and 


reſped. He devoureththat himſelfe which . shou{d entertaine one- 
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ctlar ſchooles : he filleth the places of ſtudents without tryall of thetr in= "I 

gines to pleaſure bu friends and ſuyters,contrarie to the will of the maiſters F 

and the Afts of the foundations ; he filleth the places of learning not with 

the learnedſt, but the welthieſt ſort , who for any vigilancie of by might. .. 

both corrupt the humane ſciences and bring ftrange © into the houſe of 

God. If a learned man wr 47 to attaine to one of their highe#t places ; 

which they call the rewards of learning , incontinent their learnin begin= 

neth to decay, and their former gifts to wither away. So that thesr greate 

places and prelacies eyther finde them or make them unlearned. | 
7. The PAS TOR bythe gouvernment of the Kirk pre- The Paſtors ga- 

ſcribed inthe word, 9 1s ſtrong to reſiſt or reprefle Schiſmes, he- frm by o_ | 

refies,corruptions , and all the ſpirituall power of finne and Sa- yonirchic the the 

than, bur harh no ſtrength to withſtand the remporall power and epiſcopal gouyern- 

authoritie of Princes, 'The ſame gouyernmenr ſorrs with monar- men 

chie no lefle , then with Ariſtocraſie through the wiſdome of the 9, me ivveere 

 Sonne of God, who fitreth the ſame for all nations, and diverſe dicare, habent vim 

formes of civill policie, The Paſtor acknowledgeth his Prince to #rit«ts , non has 

be his onely Bishop,and overſeer ſuperintendent oyer the whole os 

Kirk in his dominions , as being the preſeryer of the liberties of vidtore deſacram. 

the Kirk and keeper of both tables, Fo whom alſo the generall p47%42- | 

aſſembly of the Kirk,or ſome few commiſſioners choſen - chem * 

and convened, when it is thought expedient by the Kings Com=- 

mifſioner, may giue his Majeſtie berter and more ſpeedy farisfa- 

Ction in Kirk aftaires, and with grearer loue and contentment ok 

the whole Kirk, and of all his Majeſties loving ſubjects, then cat. 

be giuen by the rhirteene Prelates, All which may be done upon 


a ſmall parte of th& prelates rent , for bearing the charges of his . 6; 3 
Majefties Commiſſioner , who alſo may be-changed ar his Ma- | ;J 


jeſties pleaſure, - | 
The PRELATE and hs gouvernment 1 weake to with#tand the 

ſpirituall forces of ſinne and Sathan , but ns ſtrong to oppoſe the temporall - 
power of princes, and hath beene of all enemies the mo#t dangerous to mo- 
narchie ; for howſoever now, while oppoſition x made , he flatter & fawne | 
upon the Prince for his owne anding , yet if all Miniſters and the whole ,, 9 wad; Chriftta; 
Kingdome did acknowledge hu Superioritie to binde the conſcience , the ni lim non deps- 
Primate of theKirk would be more powerfull then any Subje&t in the king- /**! Diced mas 
dome, p and might proue as terrible to Kings , whatſoever their Religion > Talon app: 
were, as Popes haue beene to Emperors , and Prelates haue beeng to Kings itatam ac Valen- 
#n former times. He hath no power for all by credite and Lordly authority paoogery's 3 - 
?o get any thing done to hu. MajeFties ſatisfaftion , and with contentment Ju G93: 1.5 6 
of the Kirk, for all the craft and wiolence , that hath been ſo long bended , porales Chriſtian. * 
never one whole famous congregation within the Kingdome # eyther con= Beltarrs. de Rom: 
| . . a ron ni Pont ly .c:97 peſoi- 
quefted, or like to be ſubdued to hi Conformitie , but eyther the better of [id ut Hierars 
greater part, or both haue reſiſted. hr 2 for by Af fe I * chicum degebats 

; | , | 2 at | 
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The Paſtor taketh no- 
mans title , nor dignirie 
nor place: the Prelate, ta- 
keth all theſe from the 
Nobles and Peeres of the 
Land. 


qVirtate decreſcente cre- 
cir vanitas, & ritulorum 
arrecantia proverbium de 
© Tepub. Veneta Ci uſurpa- 
rerur titulus, Domine, ſim 
| pliciter,tunc fatta eft reſp. 
"en Domine ſtabilita est: 
| Magmifice D:mine tunc 
© ever/a edt... 
| | Plebeios ex humili. ge- 
E mere natos, ſaddigmtates 
© honores pervenerint , 
- ammemsres ſue ſorts , ple- 
- mrumgambitione inſolenter 
ſe efficere alioſg, deprime- 
© re conari coſtat. yde mul- 
-- to inſolentiores & prope- 
* modum intollerabiltores 
magna ci '\aturareip.eſſe 
_ folent , qua qui novilecele- 
: bri & wetere itirpe genits 
ſont,rta ut verers ite re- 
the dixertt. Baiuli imperat 
& mali ſunt ſuperiores 
bonu,neru» ne nave fiultu 
opprimat. Camer.cent.2. 


ſtares of the people fit for 
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The Paſtor maketh the > fx” - 

des aber bandkies mri ©. —— ro make the people rruly religious , he maketh 
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ware : the prel. diſableth 
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$8. The PASTOR deſyreth no other utle , bur to be. 
called the minifter of the towne or parish , he ſtryveth with 
no man for precedencie, he ſeeketh no place in rhe Common 
wealth, neyrher in Counſel, Seffion, nor Exchequor , bur 
ſtirreth up, and ſounderh the Trumpet in the eare of rhe'ge- 
nerous ſpirits of the Kingdome , to shewe themſelues.wor- 
thy of their owne places, and whether he be Miniſter in 
brough or land , he is a Common ſervant toall, from the 
higheſt ro the loweſt, ro parents and children, ro-Maſters & 
fervants in all paſtorall dueties ; while he liverh he harmerh 
none , bur helping all, procuring honour to the greater, & 
maintenance to the poorer ſorte, & when his life 1s broughr 
ro a comfortable end, every ſoule bleſſerh him , and all 
mourne for him, as for a common parent, | 
The P RELATE E according to the politicall axiome 
q When verrue wainerh , Vanity waxeth, and many titles. 
much yanitie, diſdayning to . be called any more the Miniſter of 
Chrift , hath taken upon him the Titles of the Nobilitie, My Lord 
of Orknay , My'Lordor Cathnes, My Lord of Murray , My Lord 
of Arg yl., 5c. with the title he taketh the place before them ,” and 
filleth their places in Councell and Seſſion , and when rifen up from 
hs dunghill, he 4s fet on high places , and x drunken with his new ho- 


nours , he lifteth hi eares like Ifis Aſſe , aud as handmaides, when _ 


they become miſtreſies , he waxeth ſo inſolent , that he can not be 
borne. In hw owne citie he will haue momage of all , overtruleth 
the eletion of their-Magiſtrates , harmeth both parents and chil- 
dren through the Countrey , by giving warrant for ſuddaine and ſe= 


cret mariages without proclamation , whicly the verye Counſell of 


Trent cannot but allowe , he taketh the honour of the greater to 
himſelfe, and fpends that upon bu pride , which should ſerue for the 
poorer forte, And when after many wishes, his life at laft x brought 
to an ende , the whole Diocie vs filled with joy , and bu owne familie 
and friends are filled with centempt , and diſgrace. | | 
9.. The PASTOR. maketh the Kingdome fitte for 
warre, againſt rhe time that neceſſities giue alarme: for, by 


them reſolure for both parts of Chriſtian fortirude , actiue 
and paſſe , for doing valiantly, and ſuffering conſtantly, 


rEortirer-ille facie qui my- In the time. of peace , he ftirreth them up againſt ſoftneſſe 


< 


and mremperancie , to diligence aud labour, whereby their 


odies 


as aided by © 
the colleforie, he pulleth from the King the rents of great benefices, 
the homage of Vaſiales with their commodnes, Regalities , © other 
priviledges more proper for the Scepter then the Shepheards Raffe. 
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bodies are the more able and durable! He ftrengtheneth alſo rhe 
nerues of warre , by contenting himſelfe with a meane eſtate, 8& 
by his doctrine and example reaching people to ſpare in peace , 
for the rime of warre, 

The P RELATE maketh the Kingdome unfitte for warre : for by 
h ugovernment the people looſe true fortitude , with the loue of Religion , 
that if they haue any kinde of Courage for battayle,it u not ſo much Fe 1 
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 vincible courage of Chriſtian Religion,as the carnall and baſtard Fortitude 


of Paganiſme , which in compariſon of the former hath ever been but pu- 
fillantmitie. By his overſight of ryoting and idlenes , their bodies become 
weake and effeminate, and by his owne large rents, and his example of 
Ih. 2954 , which to them 4 law , he enervates the eftate , and cutts 
aſunder the ſinewes of warre. | 


The Prelates obje&tion. 


. 


| T HE Prelate will objett , that if you that are Paſtors underFoode 


eyther the manners of the people, or:the grounds of policie , ye would 
fee that neyther can Noblemen , and others giuen to their pleaſure beare 


ciſe forme of diſcipline, and life , nor yet can the High Court of Parlia- 
ment wante the Prelates, which make up one of the three eſtates : that ye 
are but shallowe, and conſiders not what depth thu drawes, 


The Paſtors anſvyer. 


E knowe, that of all rancks , there be ſome-who loue their 
pleaſures more then God, and theſe , according ro rhe firſt 
flattering parre of the objection, will ſay witi the old yerſc :; 


Who Phifitian, Prophet, Prieſt will be, 


by the Counſell of God, nor to heare of the evils that will come; 
if they refuſe ro becured, nor ro be exhorred to- repentance , 
when the calamities are turned upon rhem, rhat they may be rur= 
ned away: bur all are nor ſuch, and from which., while they are 
in their pleaſures, we make appellation to themſelues, while they 
are in the paines or terrors of dearth, &to be preſenred before rhe” 
judge, whether the the paſtor or prelare pleaſerh the berter ? The 
other parr of the objection, the wiſdome of the King and of the 
honourable Eſtares of Parliament can anſwer , who know how a 
Parliament -may be perfect withour eyther Paſtor or Prelare, 
Tf, by the: name of a parliament , we underſtand a generall & na- 
tionall meeting ofthe whole Kingdome and Kirk by their Com- 
| L2 miſſfioners 
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Obje&.The eſtates 3 


of par.iament cans 


not bear the ſeye- 6. 
] "1 ritie of Paſtors,nor” _-: 
your ſimple and cenſorious forme of preaching, nor your auſteere , and pre= rin. che proj 


to bethe third 
ſtate. 


Anſ. Shewing that * 


the faythfull paſtor- * 
will at ſome rime- 7 


be found comfor- _ 
Non mihi ſit Servus, Medicus, Propheta, Sacerdos, table to ail eſtates, 


lia-- 5 
He 1s no ſervant fit for me = and that the parli 


ment may 


; . Fe ' ___ fe& without the: 
For ſuch may neyther abide ro be cured of their ſpirituall eyils Prelates. I 


Ha Do. On 
«niflioners, with their ſupreame agiſtrate,and King, eyery one 
9 -ro giue his adviſe and judgment refpectiue, according ro the na-' - 
= ure of the ſocietiecivil, or.ecclefiaſticall, which he preſents: com= 
-- m1ffioners of the Kirk, ro giue reſolution from the word of God, 
if neede be,concerning matrers ciyill, bur nor ro meddle with ci. 
vill cauſes civilly,and to propone petitions to the King & eſtates 
for the good of the Kirk, ro require their civill ſanction, &.ro ſee 
thar nothing be concluded in thingscivill , that me be a hinde=- 
rance to the worship of God, The Nobilitie with the Comiſfio- 
ners of Barons, and Burrowes for ciyill matters, & to add rhe ci- 
vill fanctionin the matrers of Gods worship , Kirkmen choſen & 
inſtructed by the Kirk, may fit in Parliament after this ſenſe, and 
are bound to corriburte their beſt help for rhe honour of the King 
& good both of Kirk and Countrey, Burif by a Parliament we 
underſtand the higheſt Court & ſupreame judicature civill, med= 
\. ling onely with civill matrers,or with marters of religion civilly, 
as to adde rhe civill ſanction, and to ratitie by ciyill authoririe , 
whar hath been pur in Cannon by the Kirk betore,the the afſem= 
bly of the Kirk or their Committioners may,or should attend the ' 
High Courrt of parliament, as the Convocation houte doth in our 
neighbour Kingdome , bur can haue no place nor yore in parlia- 
ment, neither in making lawes aboute things civill,nor in the ci- 
vill authoriſing in matters of Religion : for Miniſters should nor 
judge of the right of inheritance, nor pronounce ſentence aboure 
forfeyrure, nor make lawes abour weights, and meaſures &c, bur 
Should exhorr the people ro obey rhe ciyill powers, Withour bi- 
Shops or miniſters lawes haue been made by Parliament , & may 
be made now no leffe then withour Abbors,Priors &c, who had 
"once vote in Parliament no lefle rhen they. Their benefices are 
Baromes,in reſpect whereof they claime vore in parliament ; bur 
they are not Barons or proprierars, &hererable poſlſefſors thereof 
ro tranſmir them to the1r heirs, or ro alienate them, bur onely are 
uſufructuaries to haue the uſe of the fruirs of them for their time, 
Neither doth ir ſuite with the miniſters calling, to haue ſuch Ba- 
ronies,nor are they to be reckoned for eccleſiaſticall perſons, but 
for civill, when they haue place in parliament in reſpect of theſe 
Baronies, and therethee cannor yore there in name of the Kirk, 


T O conclude then, wherher we looke to rhe word of God, or 

to'the more pon and primitiue times of the Kirk, or to the 
nature & uſe of things indifferent , or to the Reformation and 
proceeding of our owne Kirk, or the good of the Kirk, and of 
the peoples ſoules , or to the happineſſe of the Commonwealth, 
and the gpod of eyery one, froin.the King that firterh upon the 
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Throne:,, to him that heweth the woode , 


rer.,, we may ſee, wherher rhe Paſtor , or the Prelate,, whether 
Reformation or Conformirie is to,be followed by the true Chri- * 


ftian and Countreyman, - And that there is as greate difference 


berwixr the £3" of our times, and the faythfull Paſtors of” 


the Reformed Karks , as'is from the lighr that commeth from 
rhe ſtarres of heauen , and the thick darkeneſle thar ariſerh from 
the bottomleſſe pirte, And ir may be made-manifeſt , that fince 
Bishops were caſt in the moulde of the man of finne , whereſoe- 
yer they haue ruled, wherher amongſt the Papitticall and the Re- 
formed (ſome fewe excepted, who when they ventured upon 
theſe places , wente out of their owne element ) they haue been 


. the greateſt plagues both to -Kirks, and Kingdomes, that eyer had' 
authoritie 1n the Chriſtian world, Neither neederh any man to. 


object , that the Compariſon that we haue made, runneth 
all the way betwixr the good Paſtor, and the evill Prelare, and 
therefore inay be anſwered by the like unequall compariſon, be- 
rwixt the good Prelate andthe eyill Paſtor, as if the moſt part of 


the epiſcopall evils aboue mentioned were me the perſonall 
accopanying - 


faults of the men, & not the corruprtions neceſlari 
the eſtate and order of Prelates, and rhar if good men fill thefe 


. places, rhere is no danger but the Kirk may be aſwell , or better 


governed by prelates , then by Paſtors : for the compariſon is 
not ſo much berwixt the Paſtor and Prelate,, 'as berwixr the of- 
fice of a Paſtor and the office of a Prelare or Bishop, ' 's It x one 
thing (as Auguſtine ſayrh) to uſe an wlawfull power lawfully , and an 
other thing to uſe a lawfull power unrighteouſly and unjuſtly, Paſtors 
may haue rheir owne perſonall inhrmities, and never fo:many 
as under the Prelates gouvernment : and Prelares may haue their 
owne good parts, and never ſo many as by rhe occaſion of the 


A generall objeRi-- 
on anſwered, 


$ Atud eft inſult a 
foteſtare juſte velle © 
ot, & alind et jen, = 
ſta prteſtare injuſte” ©; 
velie uti, Angus, 


de bono conjug. cape: 


_— 


Paſtors oppoſition : but neyther the one nor the other are to be. 


aſcribed to their offices , nor 1s the Iawfulneſſe and unlawfulnefſe 
of rhetr offices to be judged by their perſons, © Ir is true , when 


an unlawful power and a lawlefſe man meete together the caſe of 


thoſe rthatare under his authoritie muſt be the worſe , as we may 
ſee in the Papacie,, which being alwaies evill for the Kirk, yer 
haue 
thar ſeate, Bur ir is eyidenr,, that the. evils which Prelares, and 
their Lordly government bring upon the Kirk , doe flowe from 
their ſole juriſdiction, exorbitant power , medling in civill go- 
vernment , and the curſe of God upon that unlawfull eftare , all 
which are common to the whole order, and not peculiar ro fome 
perſons, And the corruptions which are common to all in theſe 


m 


oved worſe, when monſters in ſteade of men haue fitte in. 


places , although greater in ſome then in others , of necetiine: 
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by them to the Kirk, when they entred ro be Bishops, yerwhol= 
ly degenerared from their firſt works, and learned berime wiu- 
lare cum lupis,” ro houle with the wolnes : the experience whereof 

© _ made Queene Elizabeth ro ſay , When the made a Bishop , that 5he 
Ws. > marred a good Miniſter. | 
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